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Thev K4PEAlKEIH took the (liair at 7.20
pmi., iiol read prayers.

MOTION-URGENCY.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing, letter from the 1header of the Oppo-
sition:

lDear~ Sir,-l dtsiiu to inform vou tlint it
is i isoittion to oiove tite adljournmeunt of
tile H-ouse uniter Staudig Order No..47 to l1e-
bate a deffitite mnatter of urgent plic~i iniport-
:iice, naknely' , the state of unemplovinent now
prevauilin g. I'ours faithifully, llip j Collier-

Before that motion druml be entertained, it
will be necessary for soven members to rise
inl their places.

Seven members having risen,

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.85]: 1.
ant taking- this Step Of MOVing- the adjourn-
inmit of the House because I consider we
ought nut to close the session without hav-
ing a discussion upon the position regarding
unemployment in Western Austr-alia to-dlay.
It is not necessary that I should stress the
fact that there are large numbers- of 'men
out of work throughout the whole State.
That is well within the knowledge of every
hon. member. I have not seen the latest
figures from the Labour Bureau as to the
actual number of unemployed here, but I
should say that fully 20 per cent. of the
,workers thiroughout the State arc out of em-
ploymnent. That is a most unfortunate situa-
tionl, particularly as the trouble is growing
worse wreek bsy week. For a while the posi-
tion was not so acute because of the work
effected by local committees who rendered
great assistance to the Government in find-

ing employment anda providing additional
funds. W~e learn from newspaper- reports,
however, that the funds. of those committees
aire becoming exhausted and that they will
not be able to render the some measure of
support uli the future as theyv have during
recent mionths. The longer a person is out
of work, the more difficult his situation be--
conies. Whatever savings he may have put
asidle,, bec-ome exhausted; his clothing be-
conies wvorn out; his existence becomes more
difficult. After a few months of unemuploy-
ment, he is in at desperate plight. I know
it is difficult to find a solution for the exist-
inge evil. The whole problemn is governed
by finance, and because of the Loudon mar-
ket being closed to borrowing- for the whole
of Australia, public works and development
in this State have not proceeded apace as
in years gone by. In consequence, there
has been a great falling off in the oppor-
tunities for eniploymenit. We knHow, too, that
the difieulty is world-wide. It seems to me
thnt minlesA society finds some remedy for
the trag-edy of unemployment, civilisation
ibseif will ultimnattly crash. There is a con-
siderable percentage of mcii out of %vork in
practic~allyv ev0ry !ounltry.% inl tIhe world. While
we ire, suffering fi-oim grpat dcpressriil. 0111

warehous4es are stored with foodlstuffs. Over
production obtains everywhere, but we are
unatbTr- to ow iket our goods. Although cup-
plies are lentiful, large number-s of our
people arc feeling the pangs of huniger. It
is extraordiziarv that the world should be
suffering- from over-producetionl of foodstniffs
that are essential for life itself. We pro-
duce ill abundlance, but we are unable to
sell what we produce. Despite all this, a
considerable ppeentage of our people are
unable to obtain the necessaries of life. That
is the position that confronts us. The fig-
ures published in the monthly fluaiia re-
turns indicate the gravity of the unemnploy-
mtent szituation in this State. During- the
past two monthsc those returns show that
we hove expended by way of unemploy-
ment reclief payments, suins monthly at
a rate that represents something like
£P500,000 a year. That is a staggering
sum for a State -with a population of
nl]'y 400,000 to provide for such a pur-
pose. T would like the Government to in-
dicate whether there is any possibility of
Securing further funds from the Common-
wealth to relieve the Situation. I know
ihiere are great difficulties to be overIome
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in that respect, and I believe that the Pre-
mier has been pressing the Commonwealth
Government for further financial assistance.
I would like to know what the prospects are,
and whether there is any hope in the near
future of the existing position being re-
lieved. For the State Governments, there
is no other zource of supply of necessary
funds except by means of increased
taxation. On the other hand, the
States, and particularly 'Western Australia,
have taxed the people tip to the limit. We
know there is a p)oint bey' ondl which addi-
tional taxation serves merely to add to out'
troubles. While raising funds by that means
to aifford relief to those who are ouw of work,
we can. by over-txation, easily create further
unemployment. However, in Australia the
community, both in the Federal and State
spheres, is already overburdened with taxa-
tion. The position can he relieved, I think,'
by the Commonwealth Government; and it
ought to be done. Whatever may be said
regarding the inflation of the note issue--
I am one of those who believe it is a dan-
gerous thing-it seems to inc that we have
reached the stage in Australia when some
limited measture of inflation w'ill have to be
resorted to. There is no other way out of
the difficulty: there is no escape from it.
The Commonwealth Government will have
to finnce the nation over its trouble, and
out of thep diffiltics we are experiencing
to-day.

Mr. Willcock: Or else pi'cvent deflation.
Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. Tt is the

rate of deflation that has caused our troubles.
No one would say for one mnoment that if
war were to break out to-morrow aind were
to continue as the Great anr did, some
means of financing the nation through the
upheaval would inot bie found. We had ex-
perience extending over four years. of the
war period, during which extraordinary and
unexpected expenditure was forced upon uts,
of finding means that enabled us to finance
our war activities. Surely in times of peace
and production the nation can find some
means of financing the employment of its
citizens! If we cannot find some machinery
or mnethod for financing our people o that
they may be employed, we will have to admit
that the nation is bankrupt. We can never
recover from the distress of to-day while
such a large percentage of our people are
out of work. It is only by producing wealth
and keeping people in employment that

countries cau rise above ditliculties and
troubles such as we are experiencing. In
Western Australia our percentage of unem-
ployment is as high as in any other part.
Statistics show that throughout the Com-
monwealth quite 20 per cent. of our man-
hood is out of work. That is an appalling
situation. It leads to catastrophes. Day
after day we read reports in the newspapers
of tragedies that arise from the depressed
state of mind fromn which many of our peo-
pie are suffering through -want of employ-
ment. Those tragedies are caused by fears
entertained for the future and the hopeless-
ness of the outlook ahead. Truly it is an
appaling state of affairs. Some remedy
must be found to overcome the tragedy of
to-day. I hope the Prime Minister, when
he returns from London will immediately
call a meeting of Premiers to deal with this,
one of the most important and urgent ques-
tions that could be discussed by the heads
of Governments throughout the Common-
wealth. I hope the Premier will suggest it
to the Prime Minister.

The Minister for Railways: There was a
time when a meeting of all parties was
called because the position was so seiious.

The Attorney General: Yes, let uts have
a mneeting and include memibers o' tIhe Op-
position.

The Minister for Railways'- It wn less
serious then than it is now.

Eon. P. COLLIER: This is a question
that ought not to be treated on party lines.

The Minister for Lands: It cannot he.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It is t~oo serious to

be treated on party lines, afnd the people
suffering- do not care who brings them) relief .
They want wvork; they wvant assistance in
this terrible time of stress, and it is the
duty' and responsibility of every section of
thought to assist to overcome the dimficulty.
Personally I should be willing to assist any
Government in any way I could to over-
come the trouble. I. know whbat the difficulty
is: I experienced some of it, particul~arly
during the last six or 12 months I was in
oiflce, and it is ever so much wors! ko-day.
The numbers have increased greatly durincz
recent months and, I fear, will continue
to increase. The position is becoming ap al-
ling. We cannot and we must not allow
our people to suffer for the want of food.
Tt is bad enough for a single man to be in
want, but when we have such a large num-
her of married men, with famnilies and re-
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spoiisibtlities, unable adequately to feed
those dependent upon them, it is indeed
serious. I do not know what the szituation
must be in the homes where there are young
children who have to live on sustenance pro-
vided by the Government. It will have a
serious effect upon the future generations in
this State. ',ofst certainly the children
being born and reared at the present time
will not get a fair chance in life. They
will be handicapped for the rest. of their
lives, because of the insufficient nourish-
mlent available to the mothers and to the
children in their early years. We must en-
(leavour to do something, and if we cannot
find money with which to carry onl works,
the Government will have to devise some
means to increase the sustenance. While
the sustenance allowance is sufficient to pro-
vide the bare food necessaries of life, there
is no provision for all the other things re-
quired in the homes. There is no provision
for clothing; stocks of clothing soon be-
come worn out and people are in want of
vlothing. Rents are going up, furniture is
going to pieces, clothing is disappearing,
anid there are no means of meeting those
difficulties. I confes that I have not any
suggestions to make. It is easly to talk.
We all know what the position is, but it
is difficult to suggest any way to meet it.
I can only think it will be met by the aid
of the Federal Government, and the Corn-
inonwealth Bank will have to find some
means of coming to the assistance of the
,States. I am glad that the Federal Labour
Party have decided that the Parliamentary
session shall not close until provision of
some kind has been made to meet the un-
employed situation. It was announced last
week that the State Government would be
able to find work for 1,300 men, mainly
enl drainage work in the South-West. I do
not know when that will be; probably it
will be some months ahead.

The Premier: No, they are being sent
out now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is a start. but
it will be some months before the full num-
her can be employed. I do not know what
the works are or what the Government have
in mnd, but I hope the Premier will be
able to give the House some assurance that
the Commonwealth Government will be able
to supply funds to enable us to employ
viore of our citizens. I do not wish to
labour the question. It is aln appqlling-
state of affairs that such a large number

[81]

of our people should be out of work. There
is not a home in the metropolitan area
with a grown up family of boys and girls,
many of whom are not of necessity being
maintained by the father who is in work.
Bad as that is, it is not so bad as the posi-
tion in those homes where there is no income
whatever. I know that large numbers of
artisans who have never had to ask the
Government for assistance in their lives
are to-day living on sustenance, It is heart-.
breaking for them to have to do ih. 1 vsa
informed yesterday that one union, not a
large union-the furniture makers and up-
holsterers'-have 750 members out of work.
Every organisation in the country is simi-
larly affected. I hope wve shall ble able to
do something. If there are no present
prospects of the Commonwealth Goveli-
ment doing anything, I hope that. imme-
diately the Prime Minister returns, a con-
ference will be held. In fact, if the Prime
Minister on his return passes thr-ough Perth,
lie should be approached to the end that
somse provision might be made to over-
come this terrible tragedy that is abroad
in the land.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell-Northam) [7.52]: I have already
suggested, as the Leader of the Opposition
Idiows, that on the Prime Minister's re-
turn we should meet him to discuss this
question, and I am drafting suggestions
with the object of getting Leaders of Op-
position to join with the Premiers in dis-
cussing the matter. Nothing can be done
to increase employment without the aid of
borrowed money. I agree with the Leader
of tbe Opposition that taxation has
already exhausted the limit of usefulness.
We have taxed far beyond that limit and
have destroyed enterprise by taxation im-
posts. There are three taxing authorities
-the Commonwealth Government, the
State Government, and the local authori-
ties-and the three of them this year will
take between them by way of taxation at
least one-third of the gross production of
wealth. When such a large proportion
goes to the tax-gatherers, it cannot be
spent on wages. There are many reasons
for the prevalence of unemployment. One
is the cessation of borrowing. The Leader
of the Opposition has told the House that
we must borrow and can only borrow
through the Commonwealth Treasury. Thaqt
is true. For the moment, Australia cannot
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approach the London money market. It is
closed to us. The money available for
Government loans in Australia is almost
exhausted. At any rate, there is very little
mnore than can) be borrowed. I had hoped
when Mr. Seullin went to England that he
would be able to arrange for Australia to
go upon the London market again. Only
during the last year has the London mar-
ket been entirely closed to us. This State
has been in the habit for many years of
borrowing about £:4,000,00 a year, prin-
cipally in London, and miuch of our work
has been carried on by means of money
borrowed there. Not only is money scarce
in Australia but it is very dear. Until
money can be obtained from the Common-
wealth Government, there is no chanc-e of
the Staite getting mnoney to spend. La s t
year we borrowed X3,6J00,000l, or which
£200,000 was sp~ent on road ronstirtion.
while our total expendhituire oii road con-

struction for the year wvns ab1out X1,100,000.
That was a fairly considerable sum. Last
year our wheat brought twice as much as
it is bringing to-day, and wool was also
commanding a better price. This year we
shall have less loan money to spend tin-
less, as the Leader of the Opposition said,
the Federal Government can obtain some
for us. Our -wheat will bring about
£C6,000,000 this year, wvhereas on the basis
of the price at thils time last year it would
have realised £E12,000,000. The financial in-
stitutions are not now .lending mnoney- be-
cause they had previously lent almost to the
limit. Probably £1,500,000 is lost to enter-
prise as compared with a year ago through
the banks reducing adva nces. Of mioney
brought into the State we%, shall huve
£:4,500,000 less this year than we had
last year, and side by side with that has
to be remembered the fall in price of
wheat, wool and, in fact, every commodity.
Very little timber is being cut at present
because of the lack of export orders. The
whole world seems to be unable to find
money with which to buy good;, althou 'gh
it seems the world is well supplied with
money. Howev-er, that is the position. I1
anm told that the timber mills are about
to close down for a few weeks, but I hope
they will re-open after Christimas. That
will depend upon their getting orders from
overseas.

Mr. McCallum: Are you referring to the
Sttec Sawmills?

The PREMIER: No, I amn told that the
privately-owned mills are to close down for
aL few weeks. Timber is not being shipped
iii any quantity. The railway returns show
that; there is a falling-off month by
month. It is because there is no export
and no easy sale for any commodity that
we are short of thdl capital which was
prev~iously available and which we used
together with the money we borrowed. If
we could borrow £E2,000,000 and it could be
spent exclusively on wages, we could put
everybody who is unemployed hack in
work. It is unfortunate that so much
miore depends uipon Government emuploy-
inent in bad times than in good times. It
can readily be understood that when our
farmiers arc getting only 2s. or 2s. 2d. a
bushel for their wheat, they cannot employ
labor. I do not know how the crop is being
taken off, or how it is being handled, or
why so few men are being employed in the
harvest work, hut the wheat is being taken
off and is being shipped.

Mr. 'MeCallnu : The harvest is exceeding
expectations everywhere.

The PREMIER: It is fortunate that the
yield is better than was expected. With
the 50,000,000 bushels of wheat to be
handled in the next few months, what with
the stacking, storage, trucking and hand-
ling on wrharf and on ship, one would
imagine that most of the men out of work
-would have been absorbed. They would
have been had wheat brought a reasonable
price. The trouble is that the farmers
cannot obtain the cash with 'which to pay
vrages.

Mr. MeCallumu: It all has to be handled
and will make a lot of work.

The PREMIEER: Yes, but the farmers
are doing a great deal of work with the
assistance of their families. The shortage
of work on the farms is due to more than
one caulse. It is due to the fall in the
prices of wheat and other products, but
another cause is the deflation of values re-
ferred to by the Leader of the Opposition.
In this State I believe the deflation means
about £75,000,000. If we take that over
the value of the freehold securities there is
homnd to be fearful trouble. For Australiai
as, a whole the aniount would he many times
greater. M-%en who hold securities which have
alwayvs enabled them to secure accommoda-
tion in order to carry on legitimate opera-
tions now find them deflated in value, money
iq not available to them, and they cannot
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spend as they did. There never was a time
in the history of the State when money was
so tight, and so hard to get and when it was
so dear. The deflation has not been checked.
A year or two ago sheep fetched up to £2
a head. To-day they can he purchased for
Is. 6id. and lambs for 5is. That does not
leave any margin for profit, or much to spend
when selling charges have been deducted.
These are some of the causes for the short-
age of employment. They have created diffi-
culty not only for those in work hut for all
people. There never was such widespread
trouble in the State as there is to-day. Peo-
ple who are well off in assets have great
difficulty in getting any money. Not only
the farmers and the workers in the timber
industry, but business people in every walk
,of life are experiencing difficulty in carry-
ing on and obtaining accommodation. It is
deplorable that in a country such as ours,
as undeveloped as ours, and containing so
much land that could be brought into use,
there should be men out of work. The work
is there to be done. The Leader of the Op-
position said the unemployment trouble was
world-wide. One can understand it in the
Old Country where they have 45 million
people and only a small area of developed
country. They must look for a market for
their manufactured goods outside their own
territory. We can all point to the work that
needs to be done here, useful work of de-
velopment such as would produce wealth.
All this is hung up and idle for the sake of
two or three million pounds for this year.
It is an uncomfortable thing to know that
the money cannot be borrowed by this State
in the circumstances. I am in communica-
tion with the Federal Government, who are
just as anxious as we to find money arid to
put people back into employment. I believe
the money will be made available, though I
have not had a reply from the Acting Prime
Minister for the last three or four days.
The minute he says the money can be made
.available we shall set about providing work
that will mean expenditure, and practically
all of it will go on employment. Ordinarily
our public works mean the expenditure of a
considerable amount on imported materials
such as rails and other things. This year,
and probably for some time hence, we shall
have to devote every penny we get to the
wages fund. We cannot borrow and we can-
not sell our goods at a reasonable price.
There are men going- out on works now, on

works for which nothing requires to be pur-
chased, except goods of local manufacture.
I refer to drainage and irrigation works
fairly convenient to the metropolitan area,
between here and Bunbury. Certain rail-
ways could be constructed if we could afford
to buy the rails, which cost a considerable
percentage of the total outlay on a railway.

Hon. P. Collier: You would not require
rails until the work was well advanced.

The PREMIER: They would be needed
fairly soon. We could do the earthworks,
but most of our railways need very little
of that work. We are carrying on such
work as we can. The men to whom the
Leader of the Opposition referred will, I
hope, soon be out on work, which has been
looked into and on which surveys have
been made for some two or throo
years. These preparations for grading
and irrigation have already beeni made,
otherwise we would, not be able to put the
men out so quickly. But this will absorb
only a few. I do not know from day to day
if work can be carried on. Our revenue is
falling rapidly. The earnings of all con-
erns are lower than ever. Even the rail-
ways,' with all the extraordinary crop of
wvheat we are handling, are earning less than
before. This month will show a considerable
falling off again compared wvith last year.
People are not travelling. Then there is
the fact that we are importing only two-
thirds of the value in goods that we im-
ported this time last year. That is a ser-
ious matter for the railways and for em-
ployment. If our importers buy only a
third of what they did, it affects
employment to much the same extent.
The importation of goods means employ-
ment. We do not PaY Money for what we
buy, but pay in goods. The drop in im-
ports represents a big sum, and it certainly
affects employment, not only in the case of
warehouses and shops but all over the State.
I appreciate the moderation with which the
Leader of the Opposition put his case. It
is extraordinary that suddenly, and without
warning, the bottom should drop out of
the financial market. It is difficult to see
a way out, particularly as we are in finan-
cial partnership with all the other States.
We are all more or less in the same boat.
We cannot turn to another State expecting
assistance such as has often been rendered.
Neither can the other States turn to us. The
position is so intensified by niany diffi-
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eulties that are unusual, unprecedented and
unexpectedl, that one does not care to say
he sees any wtay out at all. All we can do
is being done. We are feeding the people
and looking after them as well as we can.
I do not know how long the money will last
for this purpose. I am in communication
with the Federal Government. I know they
are doing the best they can to get the neces-
sary money to provide the requirements of
the Staties. A. meeting to discuss the whole
question of finance will be held immediately
on Mr. Seullin's return. I have been called
into conference four times in the last six
months. VWe go over there and settle a point
or two, and there is no time for anything
more. We then disperse. I hope in Janu-
ary, when we meet again, the financial posi-
tion will be gone into thoroughly, and that
we shall find a way out of our difficulties.
I am very disappointed that Mr. Scullin has
not been able to rectify the position in Lon-
don. 1 am sure it is not his fault. So far
as I know he has not been able to rectify
the position. Australian stacks are very
much lower than the stocks of municipalities.
The Perth -Municipality's £100 bonds at
5 per rent, payable in 1950, are
quoted at £94. Australian 5 per cent. .4ok
payable in 1935-45 is quoted, I think, at £85,
or £9 less. Our security is perfectly good
and our honesty is undoubted. We surely
will be able to pay and certainly shall pay.
I doubt if the British moneylender could
have a better security than he has. Tas-
manian stocks are quoted at £91 because
there are very few of them, and Australian
stocks at tM. Western Australian stocks
are a better price than the Commonwealth
stocks; it is hard to explain why that is
so, because in the case of each of the States
the guarantee of the Federal Government is
behind them.

Mr. Willeock: It all depends on -the hands
in which the stock is held, and whether they
have to sell or not.

The PIREMER: The buyers fix the price,
and they were giving £94 for the City of
Perth bonds and only £85 for Federal stock.
That is wrong. It would not happen here.
If members were asked which they -would
rather hare at the same price, they would
undoubtedly take the Federal stock. We
wilt do all we can to relieve unemployment
and secure the money necessary for the pur-
pose. I do not think it can be done by taxn-

tion. I doubt if our produce will sell quick-
ly enough to bring about a ch ange in the
financial position of the people generally to
meet thq...irent situation as soon as it should
be met. So we have to -turn to the use of
borrowed money, which can only come to us
from the Federal Government.

EON. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.15):
I have been anxious to get something like
hope for the unemployed from the speakers
who have gone before me, but in both in-
instances we can only gather a story of in-
creasing depression. No real word of hope
call be uttered, I think, with conditions in
society as they are. We are not getting
down to the bedrock of so]lving this very
trying and oppressive problem. It stands to
reason, if we look at the facts of the past
few years, that with our present system of
finance there is no other terni to express our
condition than that of bankruptcy at this
momnent-bankruptcy at a tinma when the
world is wealthy as it never was before,
bankruptcy in a country rich with not only
ievery necessity but every luxury of life. If
we review only a few years past, we find
that we have been living not on our owsn
resources hut on borrowed money. We have
poured our resources into the lap of the
world in order that we might receive back
a loan. We have been continually adding
to that process, until at the present moment
we have to contemplate a population of a
little over six inillions--in eluded amongst
them the latest born baby, the sick, the work-
less, the maimed, the aged-with only a very
small proportion of the -whole bearing the
burden of carrying the Governments. And
see what those Governments have incurred
in the way of responsibility as representa-
tives of that small, wealth-creating section
of the community. We lavished our millions
upon war. We created credits then, as the
Leader of the Opposition has maid. Those
millions went in destruction. We offered up
a holocaust of our own citizens, our dearest
life blood, and brought sorrow into innumer-
able homes, despair and lifelong suffering
and sorrow into manty a relative's house.
And that amount of money which we then
borrowed we have now to pay back. Whilst
we pay it not hark, we have to pay the in-
terest on it. What does that mean? That
interest represents the sum which if in our
own midst and in our own pockets, so to
speak, would be utilised in the channels of
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industry, in the creation of wealth, in the
employment of our citizens. Every now and
again we borrow from the Old Country. We
send back money, or equivalent goods, to
employ people at the Antipodes. Our own
men are idle. In order to pay our loans
and meet our ever faster recurring respon-
sibilities the Commonwealth is not only bor-
rowing abroad but borrowing from our own
citizes-orrowing to send goods abroad.
Our own citizens are deprived of the circula-
tion of that money, the representative of our
goos Money is taken out of the channels
of industry, of employment, and put into
loans foreign and local. There is no enter-
prise. The consequence is that circulation
within the community has stopped. It is the
passing from hand to hand of what we call
wealth, which is to say the symbol of wealth,
that keeps a country moving; it is that that
keeps everybody participating in at least a
little. By circulation some of this represen-
tative of wealth goes into every household,
and families are happy. What are we doing
to keep that wealth in our own country and
for our own citizens? We are employing
a dying, aged system-the system of the
worship of gold. It is nothing else but a
fetish. This old superstition which regards.
gold alone as wealth, this pure sentimenl-
tality of the human race, is crippling every
nerve and muscle of the human family, es-
pecially of that part of it which is concerned
in industry. What have we done?9 This
rich, golden country Australia has been pro-
ducing its untold gold. And where is that
gold? Where is it for our benefit now, in
times of adversity?9 We have shipped it-
1 wvas going to say, in ship-loads-to foreign
countries. We have shipped it to England,
and England has transhipped it to America.
Gold has become guarded and watched and
locked and buried in vaults. That is the
benefit we get from our worship of this
precious metal, this so-called symbol of ab-
solute wealth. We derive no benefit from it.
There seems even a curse upon it. We are
crippled. The country that has received
it hoards it. From every belligerent nation
of the world gold has; flowed to America,
u1ntil the phenomenon that we have here
has occurred in every civilized country of
the globe. America has lost her customers.
Her industries, her commerce, her trade are
languishing because this mere symbol of
wealth has become her obsession. And the
country that gave it to her, languishing

now in purchasing power, is no longer able
to trade or have commerce with her. And
that is humiliatinig every one of its. The
return to a gold basis has much to do with
the unemployed starving in the city of
Perth to-night. Because this symbolic ghi-
tering metal has been locked up in one big
vault, wve are starving here in the midst of
wealth, in the midst of all that nature re-
quires to keep body and soul in contentment.
We must change this. It is not gold that
is the genuine basis of wealth. It is brain
and muscle, the exercise of the intelligence
and the use of the limbs we are endowed
with, that have creted every ounce of
wealth the world possesses. All this great
country was as rich before ever Captain
Cook visited Botany Bay, as it is in our
l ime. What has given to this great con-
tinent its signs of life and luxury ,v What
has built its capitals, created its towns,
cleared the forests, and made even the wil-
derness a place of beauty and of rich re-
turns? Only man's brain and mant's muscle;
only the application of labour. Labour is
the only foundation 'for genuine wealth.
Stop your labour nil round the world, toil
no longer, apply not the physical forces
you have to the creation of wealth, and
what does the globe 'become? -)ni abso-
lutely silent planet moving lifeless in space.
It is only the application of brain and
muscle th~at unlocks every fountain of
wealth the world possesses. It is labour,
combined with and directed by intelligence,
that has built this beautiful city of Perth.
It is labour that has made tracks through
the lonely spots of this continent, and has
placed homesteads, hamlets, small towns,
and I was going to say cities there. And
here is the startling paradox, that the lab-
our that has created all this wealth has not
a particle of it now to enjoy. As, elo-
quently, the Leader of the Opposition has
pointed out, not only has this labour that
has created this wealth now no supply of
the very necessities of life, hut his health
has become faded, his bed has become
comfortless, his home has become gloomy
and dreary, and in some instances he has
been turned out of that very home to the
pitiless comfort of the park or of the ,treet.
The labour that has built up wealth for
this continent is in that position at this
very hour. Is not there something wrong?
Are not we trying to do the impossible?
How can this 6,000,000 people meet the
interest on over a billion pounds' worth of
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debts? How can we expect, and especially
.it a time like this, when as I say, the mouth
of the great leviathan, Loan, is swallowing
every available element of fluid capital and
taking the means of circulation out of the
eountry-howv can we stand lip against it'
Now, when all our great public works have
stopped, our harbour extensions have
ceased, our railways stay where they are,
or at a loss we have to pay for the very
running of them; wvhen our roads need im-
provement, when our chief sourc!e of nat-
ural wealth has faded, when the abundance
of the season has created a magnificent har-
vest that would hard gladdened the eyes
of oiur farmers in days gone by, but the
fine crops now so luxuriant are yet so little
in value that they are scarcely wvorth tik.
ing off-how can we meet our difficulties?
It is not with wealth, as the Premier him-
self has putt it, it is with goods we have to
pay for things we need. We have the
goods, yet cannot pay our men decent wages
to keep their wives and little one.s in com-
fort, or at least in tolerable existence in
their homes. We must take sonic drastic
steps to remedy this drastic disorder. The
disease is sapping the very vitality' out of
the best of our citizens, those who create the
wealth. As Mr. Collier has suggested, the
mothers beariz infantsthat in the future wvill
have to replace the citizens of the present,
are starving themselves, are suffering from
malnutrition in the vital stage of human
nature, and so are bringing into the world
wasters and weaklings instead of fine men
and women. This in the midst of luxury'
Thisi disease is not alone for us, but for coming
generations. It is putting its stamp on the
citizens of the future. And we declare our-
selves helpless. We are to hold conferences
with the Premiers of the other States and
with the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth. Will that help us out of it? We
are all bound in the same galling iron chains
of custom, the old fetish, the old symbol
of g-Old. They will confer and will say one
to another, what are your assets? The as-
sets of this State have gone down by over
50 per cent, within the last 12 months. Our
security has gone. Who is going to
lend us money in those circumstances?
Where are we to get the money to keep those
who need work and who have the right to
work in order that they may live? For
such is the constitution of society that with-
out work the multitudes cannot live. Where

is our security upon wrhich to borrow? And
if wve borrow, we are only piling up the de-
bacle that must come upon us at no distant
(late; we only make the burden heavier, the
outlook gloomier, the possibilities of success
the lesser. Some more drastic measure must
be taken. I was glad to hear the Leader
of the Opposition when hie said it was per-
haps necessary to create a circulating
medium; in other words, to have a certain
amount of inflation. I spoke the other night
in brevity upon that point, but it is the
only solution. The promise to pay is all
that is ever done initially in commercial
transactions, and when you pay, you pay in
goods. We have the goods-more than we
need. This is the problem in order to help,
in order to safeguard, in order to preserve
the British Empire. When war was declared,
oar gold was commandeered and we sent
away wealth in the shape of the exportable
products of the soil that we had, and so we
kept things in a certain measure moving.
But we have left behind an enormous debt.
Here is the spectacle that preserved the in-
tegrity of the Empire. We incurred these
enormous debts to a nation that does not
provide for her citizens the food necessary
to keep them alive. She has to bay from
other nations the wheat and the food that
is necessary to sustain her population. We
for our part only buy back what we have
sent to her, woollen garments. Over the
seas we send our wool, and over the seas
in return we import the same stuff manu-
factured into clothes. By the surplus of
real wealth which this country has, the
wealth that affects the nation, we feed, not
in full, but to an extent we feed her, and in
return we get what we have sent to her, now
manufactured. We pay in interest what
gives the people abroad the means of buying
food and keeping life going with shelter
and the little comforts they are able to show.
This of ours is the wealthy country. Yet
we are in poverty. We need the distribution
of our wealth to create more content and far
better homes for our workers. We arc in
povertyv because of our great -wealth and the
further borrowing will make the debt
still greater. It is a wrong system.
We can never get out of the wood by
the course we are taking; we can never lift
the burden. Six million people cannot carry
over a billion pounds' worth of debts and
pay the interest as it falls due. We cannot
do it. What are we to do? I say a drastic
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step is necessary. It is absolutely necessary
that we should create a credit of our own
and not wait for the Westminster Bank or
the Bank of England or the Commonwealth
Bank or the Commonwealth Government to
create credit and Means of exchange. We
must drastically assume the right ourselves.
The people who are in a state of agonising
hunger cannot wait until all these confer-
ences are arranged and we consult with one
authority here and another authority there.
The stomach will not stop its cravings whilst
all these red-tape processes are being token.
W'e must create a credit of our own, circu-
late what should be a legal tender, a right
to a part of the wheat that has been pro-
duced, of the wool we have gathered and
the food we have accumulated. Our first
duty is to the basis of society upon which
a society stands, the wvorkers of the coin
inanity. We cannot see them starving. We
cannot ,get the money to stop them from
starving by taking by way of taxation wealth
out of the pockets of those who have it annd
sending it to the money lenders ahroad. We
must give them thle means of exchange, the
credit on the wealth of the State itself. And
that inay he done without waiting, for the
Prime Minister's return. It can be done al-
most inieidiately, and it should be done to
meet a crying and painful emergency.

MR. WILLOOCK (Ocraldton) [8.44] : f
do not intend to take up mutch time on this6
question. Thle speeches made so far have
been commendably short. If one dealt with
all the ramifications, of unemiploymnent, what
has occurred, what is likely to occur, the
methods in regard to getting money and
the methods in -regard to spending it we
would stay here, not only this evening and
next week and the week after, but probably
month after month. But the position is
that talk is not required at the present
time. Something must be done. TFhe
member for Kanowna (Eon. T. Walker)
has suggested as at remnedy that we should1
so arrange the credit as to get the produc-
tion of wealth going almost immediately.
It might be possible to do that, but un-
fortunately we are dealing with a system
that cannot be altered in five or ten min-
utes, or even five years, withoat creating
disabilities and without many obstacles
haviug to be overcome. Reading the
savings bank statistics during the past
seven or eight months, it becomes apparent

that many people have been able to keep
going only by withdrawing their savings
from those institutions. Throughout Aus-
tralia. half a million every month is being
taken out of the savings batik to provide
for necessities of the people who them-
selves cannot provide them in any other
way. The flow of capital from the banks
has been accelerated during the past few
months, and at the end of this year about
£C10,000,000 will have been wvithdrawvn from
the savings banks of Australia because of
the fact that people have been unable to
obtain employmprnt and have been obligad
to live on their savings.

Dion. W. 1). Johnson: Commonwealth
loans are mnore I iterative investments.

MNr. WILI4 COCK: In reg-ard. to thlose
loans, people who invested in them did so
on the uinderstanding that they were to re-
ceive 51/4 per cent., but so dire has been
the necessity of many of the bond-
holders, that the bonds have heen tlirovn
onl to time market in suich large tnmbers
1 bat they cnn lie bought to-da *y so cheaply
as to ensure a return of not 514 pe r cent.
but 8 per cent. The sellers of the Com-
ionwealth bonds to-day arc mostly hold-

ers of small parcels, people who, for pai-
otic reasons during the wvar, invested their
twenties, thirties and forty pounds in
them. Those people now are being forced
to sell, and because there a're no willing
buyers, they have to accep~t untistiilty low
prices. A glance at thle "'West Aiis-
tralian'' will show that the pit rehase of
one of these bonds will yield £7 i19s. Oil.
per cent. per annum. Bonds that cost
£08 109. are onty realising £94 to-day, and
notwithstanding the fact that they will
mature in the course of two or three ypars.

Mr. Sampson: It may he a mistaken idea
that money ia b~ter thtan bonds.

Hon. P. Collier: Sheer necesity is com-
pelling people to sell their bonds.

Mr. W.ILLCOCK: Gold is withdrawn
from circulation and if the Commonwealth
bond is not worth £1, of -what vate is
the £1 note which is backed by thle samte
anthorityl People are withdrawing their
money from the savings bank to purchase
necessities of life. Through being uinable
to secure employment, many people .are
forced to dispose of their asset,; ait a very
serious discount. Regarding- unemployment
itself, I do not think anybody wants to
makce a party matter of it at this stage.
It was, however, a party matter at the
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electkh(s and for some time afterwards, but
now: 'is too serious a question to he dealt
witk/in anything but a broad general way.
All: shades of political opinion should have
no/hesitation in uniting to ameliorate the
.Pc /ition. A few nights ago I quoted from
tikc official report dealing with Western
Ijustraliall activities, a report issued under
he authority of the Premier. This report

iays--

.lue to a vecry groat extent to the prosperity
wvhich in recent years existed iii Western
Australia, large numbers of people hastened
to this State in the hope of bettering them-
selves, the result being that a glut ensued in
the labour market, and an unemployment
prioblemf presented itself, this becomning oil-
hanced by the financial depression wich
descended opon the Conmmonwealth, as a
whole and a little less heavily upon Western
Australia.

and it goes on-
One of the promi~ses Sir Jameis Mit Ito''l

mnade upon the hustings was that in the event
of 1118 return to power hie would Make all
possible effort to provide work witlhout undue
delay.

That is rather a remarkable statement to
find here in a document issued under the
authority of the Premier. It continus-

While this was considered by' his tric,,ds
and his critics alike as being almocst im-
possible of fulfilmnit, he was n~everthless
entrusted with thle ts, an d within less than
a fortnight of asstlnhing ofi Fe was able! to
absorb tot less thman 1,000 workless inon Inro
fll-ltiine jobs, in ril iway construction, load
works, clearing of tile land anad other ices
sar' works.

After this document was issued, the truth
became so apparent that the Premier de-
cided lie would not have candid friends talk-
ing like this, and] so the publicity pamphlet
was discontinued. I think the issue I have
-in my hland was about tile last.

Thle Premier: Do you say' I closed it down
I)ecouse of that? I never saw it.

Mr. WILLOOCK: The Premier must be-
I vas going to say lackadaisical, but I will
say 'ns4tead, that be cannot haove much sense
of r% Possibility.

The Premier: What, in regard to that
damped thing? You appointed a manl to
write it l.'fore you went out of office.

Mlr.*WLK'LCOCK: "This damned thling,"
as the Pren.'er calls it, is headed "Western
Australian ac ;viti' and it goes out to the
world as havi, been issued under the au-
thority of the Premier.

The Premier: Under your authority.
Mr. WILLCOCK: It also contains an ac-

count of Sir James Mitchell's political ac-
tivities and makes laudatory references to
every member of the Cabinet. Now the
Premier repudiates it. Unemployment was
a party matter at the elections, and the Pre-
ier did his share to make it such, but we

have reached the stage when we must take it
out of controversial politics. Any assistance
that can be rendered or any suggestion that
can be made by any member of the House,
no matter to which party he may belong,
should be accepted as something not put for-
ward to embarrass anyone, or as something
to be done for party purposes. Just as thre

*people of the State some six or seven months
ago united to take over the responsibilities
of the Government in regard to sustenance,
and to render relief, so we to-day should
unite to do everything in our power to im-
prove the position in which we all find o~ar-
selves. In Geraldton, the small population
of 5,000 people in the space of a few months
raised sufficient money to enable them to take
over the whole responsibility of the unem-
ployed. The acuteness of the position was
relieved by their action and not £5 of Gov-
eimient money has been spent in sustenance
there. T hope it will not be necessary to
appeal to the Government to help the unem-
ployed in thnt district, but means must be
found to obtain work for those who are in
search of it. One matter in which the Pre-
mier showed some interest, and which was
discussed while the Loan Estimates were be-
fore us, was in regard to gold production,
and the possibility of absorbing a number of
the unemployed in prospecting for gold.
Some people declare that thle finding of gold
would not have much effect on our material
life, but it is surprising that there are so
many in Western Australia out of employ-
ment who have been battler., and who are
prepared to go out into the hockbloeks to do
some prospecting. It is a strange fact, too,
that just now when unemployment is greater
than it has ever been, and depression has
been more apparent than at any other per-
iod in the State's history, the production of
gold is going up. This is not due to any bigger
output onl the part of the established mines,
but it is because of the innumerable small
shows that are being opened up and from
which gold is being won. I notice from the
returns that the 11 months of the current
year have been responsible for the output
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of more gold than for the 32 months of last

r ear, or indeed for some years past. Quite
p number of people with small resources of
their own have gone out prospecting and
have been more or less successfuil. Gold is
the one commodity that can be produced,
and which is of rising value, %Ve know only
too well that values have fallen considerably
in commodites such as wheat, wool, timber
and other things that go to make up the
economic life of the State. I mentioned the
other evening, to show the effect of the fall
in the price of wheat, that two years ago the
exportable quantity of wheat was between
40 and 45 million bushels, which was suffic-
ient to pay the overseas interest bill. This
year our exportable surplus is 50 per
cent, greater, and that quanti-ty will
not pay more than two-thirds of our
interest bill in London. In order to
be able to pay our interest bill over-4
seas, we have to more than double the
exportable surplus we had two years ago.
We have increased the supply by 50 per
cent., hut have not got within one-third
of the amount necessary for the payment of
our interest bill. Even if the Premier were
to be provided with huge credits, his great
difficulty in these times would be to de-
termine the industry to -wlhich he could ap-
ply the money. No one would be anxious
to extend wheat production under existing
conditions, in wvhich the cost of production
is greater than the returns from the com-
modity. That applies also to other indus-
tries. So long as we maintain our present
capitalistic system, which is based on the
production of gold-I suppose we will have
the system for a year or two yet-

Mr. McCallum: It will last till Christmas
time at any rate.

Mr. WILLCOCK: -there is no other in-
dustry in which we can profitably utilise
capital at the present juncture. Whenever
men are willing to organise themselves in
order to prospect for gold, the Government
should not refuse them assistance. I had
occasion to go to the Mines Department to-
day with regard to a party of four men in
the Geraldton district who were anxious to
engage in prospecting. I received a letter
from one of the men-an intimate friend
of the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. MeCallam)-who explained the posi-
tion of himself and the other three to whom
I have referred. They are willing and anxious
ous to prospect for gold. They are good

workers and are prepared to undertake the
task thoroughly. I made inquiries and
found that it was impossible to get susten-
auce for them. On the other hand if those
four men were prepared to come to Perth
and go to Blackboy, from which they would
be taken to engage upon what I may de-
scribe as useless work, the Government
wvould be prepared to make sustenance avail-
able for them. Although those men want to
engaged upon something that may contri-
bute substantially to the economic wealth of
the State, the Government are unable to pro -
ride sustenance.

Mr. Don ey: Did they require sustenance
only, or did they want something else as
well?9

Mr. WILLCOCK: They desired susten-
nce only. Of course, the department pro-
vides, tools as well, but that is a compara-
tively small matter. The operations of the
Main Roads Board have been so cm-tailed
that ample supplies of picks, shovels and
other implements necessary for prospecting
parties are available for distribution. These
men did not desire the basic wage, but
merely sustenance payments, and yet that
assistance could not be rendered to them.
Surely the Government should be able to
make arrangements whereby such men could
receive assistance for work that will tend to
increase the wealth of the State. Before
the conclusion of the debate, I hope the
Premier will be able to tell us that if men,
who are well known to the Mines Depart-
ment, are prepared to form themselves into
prospecting parties, the Government will
find the sustenance necessary for them. The
money so expended would be utilised much
better than if it were paid to meii employed
in making- roads and undertaking other
works that we could do without for years.

The Premier: Do you know that they
found gold in National Park?

Mr. WILLCOCK: The men were not
looking for gold there.

The Premier: They found it.
.Ax. WILLCOCK: I should be surprised

if it were found there in payable quantities.
I have already emphasised the point that
our gold yield is increasing, and that the
downward trend has been arrested. That
is due simply and solely to the fact that
men have been prepared to go out pros-
pecting.

The Minister for Mines: You are not
right in saying that.
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Air. WILLCOCK: The result may not be
solely due to that, but it is, to a great extent.
In the Mfurchison many small shows have
been discovered during the last five or six
months by men who usually follow ordinary
avenues of employment, but who, through
present-day circumstances, have been forced
to go into the back country searchingfor
gold. I know some of those men personally.
I amn sorry the member for Mt. Mag-net
(Hon. M. F. Troy) is not present this even-
ing, because he could have named plenty of
them.

The Minister for Mines: What has hap-
pened has been largely the result of the huge
expenditure in the provision of up-to-date
machinery on some of the mines. That has
resulted in increased production.

Mi. WILLCOCK: No doubt some of (lie
increase has been due to that fact.

The Minister for Mines: A great propor-
dion of the increase was due to that.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I would not say for
one moment that later on, after April next,
when the results of the workings at Wiluna
are known, the increased production was
due to men engaged in prospecting. But
that has nothing to do with the point I am
aking now. A considerable proportion of

the increased production of gold has been
due to the fact that these men have engaged
successfully in prospecting operations. I
do, not intend to take up much of the time
of the House in further debating this ques-
tion. We should be as concise and precise
us possible in dealing with it. I associate
myself with the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) regarding the necessity for arrest-
ing the deflation of our currency. Undue
inflation is undoubtedly an evil, but,' fromt
the standpoint of the requirements of the
people, still greater evil is likely to arise
if we permit the deflation of our currency
to go on without successfully arresting it.
No matter what steps have to be taken, we
must arrest deflation and make it possible
for our people to produce more wealth and
to obtain the commodities they require. If
we can do that, it will be of benefit to the
Commonwealth and to the State alike. The
production of gold will have a wonderful
effect upon our economic life, If we could
produce an additional C1,000,000 wvorth of
gold in Western Australia during the next
12 months, it would solve our trouble to a

great extent. 'There is no one industry cap-
able of providing greater employment than
goldmining. If one or two mines of any
mag-nitude were to be opened up as a result
of energetic prospecting in the back portions
of the State, it would mean more to us than
anything else at the present juncture. Our
early prosperity was founded on the ever-
increasing gold production. If the Premier
is prepared to provide sustenance for the
uinemployd-I know he is, for otherwise
those people would have to starve-he would
he well advised to make money available to
men willing and able to engage in prospect-
ing- in the auriferous belt.

MR. PANTON (Leederville) [9.10]:
While I am prepared to agree that the ques-
tion of unemployment cannot be looked upon
as a party matter, I hope the Premier and
those sitting behind him do not expect momy-
hers on the Opposition side of the House to
refrain from criticism where they think cri-
ticism is justified. It was rather pleasing
to read that the Premier said he intended
to employ at least 1,200 men within the next
few weeks. That report appeared in the
paper some little time ago, when a number
of representatives of married men, who were
out of employment, waited upon one of the
members of the Government. When I read
that statemfent in the Press, I spent the
greater part of the following day in an en-
deavour to ascertain where the employment
was to be provided. It was only when I
encountered Mr. Maeartneyv, who was in
charge of sustenance work, that I was able
to find out anything about it. When I
made inquiries regarding him, I found that
he wias in conference with the Minister for
Country Water Supplies, and subsequently
I found that little was known about the pro-
posal.

Mr. Raphael: Perhaps it was a misprint
in the newspapers.

Mr. PAN TON: T hope we shall hear some
thing more about the matter this evening,
so that it may he carried beyond the mene
statement the Premier has made that he
expects to employ 1,200 men.

Mr. Kenneally: When*
Mr. PANTON: Yes, when, and undei

what conditions? flame Rumour is said tc
be a lying jade, but we hear that the con.
ditions under which some of the men are tc
be employed at Wam-oona. are rather startling
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As I say, 1 have nothing more to go on
thani Dame Ruomur, and I would like the
Premier, or one of his Ministers, to clear
the matter Up this evening. I am informed
that it is proposed to take men to Waroona
and put themn on drainage work on piece-
work rates. The Government believe in
pieee-wvork and payment by results, so we
may expect that system to apply. I hear
the men are to be allowed to make as much
as they can, but they wvill be paid £3 a week
while they are working. I understand that,
in view of the fact it is impossible to keep
two homes going on £3 a week, it is pro-
posed to endeavour to get the men to take
their wives and families out with them.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort. They
can take them if they like.

My. PANTON: It will not be a question
of taking their wives if they like-if they
are to be paid £3 a week. The Premier
knows-perhaps he does not know, because
he has not had the experience-that it is
impossible to keep two homes going on £3
a week. It will be stern necessity that will
make these men take their wives and families
with them to the job. What I am interested
in is, Whlat will become of the balance of
the money the men will he able to make
under piece-work conditions?

The Minister for Railways: You should
get a divorce from that old woman you talk
about, and get the facts.

Mr. PiNION: I said I had only Dame
Rumour to go on.

The Minister for Railways: Whatever the
men earn, they will get.

IMr. PANTON: Will they get it as they
earn it?

The Minister for Railways: I am not
saying anything about that.

Mr. PANTON: That is the point. When
will they get the extra moneyt Are the men
to receive the payment in such a way that
they will be able to keep their wives and
families in reasonable comfort, without hav-
ing to take them on to the job if they do
not desire to do so? Surely we should know
something more definite about it.

The Premier: We have not got the money
anyhow.

Mr. PKNTON: In that event, it does not
matter how much the men earn on piece-
work; they will get no more than the £3.
If that is the position, why not be honestt
Why not tell the men that they will work

tinder piece-work conditions, but they can
receive £3 a week only. I will leave that to
the Minister concerned to explain. Like
other members, I am prepared to assist the
Government in every direction possible to
arrive at a solution of the unemployment
problem, but not to the detriment of what
the trade union movement has fought for
over the past 30 years. I will never recede
from that attitude.

The Minister for Railways: You wait till
that happens, and then you wiUl have reason
to fear that.

Mr. PANTON: I am just warning the
Minister-

The Minister for Railways: We don't
want any warning; we know our job

Mr. PANTON: Very well. [f the Minis-
ter knows his job, all I can say is that he
is not making a good fist of it, notwith-
standing the pledges he and other Minis-
ters made at an earlier stage.

The Minister for Railways: Yoa are a
wonder!

Air. PANTON: The Minister set me go-
ing the other night, and I would advise him
not to goad me too far. I am sorry that
the Chief Secretary and Minister for Edu-
cation is not in his seat at the moment.
Not often is he away. I have a question
for him to answer and it is no rumor this
time.

The Premier: He will be back at 4 or 5
o 'clock in the morning.

Mr. PANTON: If he returns before 5
o'clock, he will be in time to hear some
of the discussion. What I wish to deal
with is a question of fact. .1 have a notice
signed by the Director of Education ad-
dressed to one of the school cleaners and
caretakers, stating-

I have to inform you that as your scrvies
will not be required during the whole of the
Christmas vacation your engagement will
terminate on 12/12/30. Payment for annual
leave accrued will be made on the piaysot--
3 days. You will be eligible for re-engage-
inent as cleaner from 9/2!.31, and should you
be desirous of such, you should make applica-
tion to this department on or before 17/1/31.

The Premier: To whom was that sent 9
Mr. PANTON: If the Premier wants to

know the name, he should look up the file
and get the names of all who have re-
ceived notice. I ama glad that the Chief
Secretary and Minister for Education has
returned to his seat. The cleaners and
caretakers are engaged on a weekly -basis
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and are working under an award of the
Arbitration Court. Under the award they
are entitled to a fortnight's annual holi-
day. When the schools start the Christ-
mas vacation, the cleaners and caretakers
generally take their fortnight's holiday.
Afterwards they are required to clean the
schools. It is not a spring cleaning but
a Christums cleaning. The whole of the
schools are thoroughly cleaned, and the
cleaners and caretakers are thus occupied
until the scholars return to school. it is
essential from a health point of view that
the schools should be thoroughly cleaned.
On this occasioa, for some reason best
known to the Minister or his department,
the cleaners and caretakers are to be dis-
charged as soon as they have completed
their 14 days' annual leave. The man
whose notice I Love quoted has been trans-
ferred to another department, and conse-
quently was entitled to only three days'
leave: In a nutshell the position is that
those people have been sacked instead of
being retained to do the usual six weeks'
cleaning. Ninety per cent. or more oe the
cleaners and caretakers are women. They
have been transferred to the position of
cleaners and caretakers from the Child
Welfare Department, from which they
were obtaining sustenance. 'Widows with
families are given preference for this
work. LDo the Government imagine that
it is possible for a widow and family to
live on £2 9s. or £2 14s. a week? That
is full-time pay and most of them arc on
half time. That pay is not sufficient to
keep them during the six weeks they will
be out of work. If they have been unable
to save sufficient money to tide over that
periodi and it is impossible to see how
they could do so on that pay, surely it
must be patent that they must return to
the Child Welfare Department for susten-
ance! The man to whom the circular was
addressed has a wife and seven children.

The Chief Secretary: What has he been
drawingl

Mr. PANTON: I think the award rate
is £4 7s. a week.

The Chief Secretary: I think it is higher
Mr. PANTON: Tt might be £4 10s. a

weekc: certainly it is not more. Another
of the cleaners and caretakers has nine
children, and he, too, has received notice
of discharge. Those men must return to
the Child Welfare Department for susten-
ance and, if they are treated as other pea-

pie are, they will receive £2 9s. a week.
The Education Department will save £4 7s.
a week, and if each draws £2 9s. from the
Child Welfare Department, the Govern-
ment will save £1 18s. a week. Worst of
all is that those men will be compelled
to accept charity instead of being
able to carry on the work they should be
doinig. What have the Government to say
to this wvholesale dischaurging o?! cleaners
and caretakers? While on this subject let
mme mention a remarkable thing that hap-
pened. An inspectress, belonging I presume
to tlic Education Department or the Child
Welfare Department, was sent out in a
motor car to visit the home of each of the
eleaners. I understAnd she visitedl practic-
ally every one. I know personally that she
visited a large number.

Mir. Kenneally: To capitalise their pro-
p~ety.

Mr. PANTON: I would not have thought
of that phrase. She demanded admittance
to the homes,' made all sorts of inquiries,
ascertained the number of children, looked
to see what sort of a home it was and how
much furniture there was and, I suppose,
made a report to the department whether
the women were entitled to die pittance
they were receiving from the Government
for their work as cleaners and caretakers.
Perhaps she also reported whether (ihe Gov-
ernmnent could fairly put them (117 for Six
wreeks during the Christmas vacation. The
Minister for Lands frowns.

The Minister for Lands: I am not frown.-
ing: I am very sorry it has happened.

r.PANTO'N: 1, too, am sorr 'y it has
happened. I cannot understand it, and T
cannot believe that the Chief Secretary had
an;- knowledge of what was hahn done.

The Chief Secretary: Yes, I had.
Mr. PANTON: Then I am srrsd

The Minister has gone down in my estima-
tini about 98 per cent. He was only twoe
per cent. down before.

The Minister for Railways: He did not
hav-e far to fall.

Mr. PANTON: If I had admiration for
any Minister it was for the Chief Secretary.

The Minister for Works: That is not
very compllimnentary to the other Ministers.

Mr. PANTON: Not since the Chief Se-
retary has made that statement. If the
Minister had a full knowledge of the fact
that the poverty of those women was beinw
exploited with a view to putting themr off
Jar six weeks during the Christmas vaen-
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tion, he does not deserve the admiration of
even a humble person Like myself.

Mr. Kenneally: The fact that those people
had continuity of employment ai; Christ-
flias time was used as an argument when
the board fixed their wages.

Mr. PAXNTON: The member for East
Perth and I were on the board when there
was a board to fix the wages and conditions
and the argument was used-and it natur-
aly influenced the board-that the cleaners
nd caretakers had continuity of employ-
mnent and received a fortnigh.s holidayi
each year. The hoard wvere told that after
the cleaners% returned from the holiday and
while the children were away, tile schools
were thoroughly cleaned. The wvages and
conditions were based on those considera-
tions. Just as the Government repudiated
a law last night, so they have now repudi-
ated nil that evidence. Those unfortunate
women cannot have a few shillings to keel)
body and soul together, but are to hie put
off for six weeks. The Education Depart-
mecnt evidently wish to save money, and the
expenditure will be transferred to the Child
Welfare Department. I appeal to the
Minister, low though he has fallen in my
estimation, not to permit this, bi;t to, be
just to the wonmen who have been woiking
for his department. I understand that
notices of discharge have been sent out
only by the Education De-partment. Why
rot by the Treasury and the Department
of' Agriculture?

Mr. Ferguson: They are not closed for
six weeks.

Mr. PAXTON: What about the health
of the children when they return to school?
What have the Health Department to Re 'y
of this% decision? The health inspectors
.should inspect tile schools where dust has
been accumulating from top to bottom dur-
ing the last 12 months 'and insist
upon their being thovinhly cleaned.
Surely the Government are not so
bankrunpt of ideas as to have to
discharge those women. If they'
have to draw sustenance from the
Child Welfare Department the saving can-
not possibly bea £30. Yet the Government
will degradie themselves and the State and
these women by forcing them to go on sus-
tenance when they should be engaged at
their everyday employment. This sort of
thing makes one wonder whether the Opposi-
tion should treat unemployment as a non-
party question, as the Government ask its

to do. Recently the Chief Secretary told
us he would be prepared to go so far as to
support a Cabinet representative of the
whole House. If he was offering as a Mini-
ister, he would not get my vote. After all
the ideas that he has been propagating I.
cannot understand his openly and unasham-
edly admitting that lie was a party to this
sort of thing. I can only say that my' judg-
ment of human nature must he sadly at
fault. At this late hour, I ask the Minister
to withdraw the notices and permit those
women to continue at their work. Let him
give them an opportunity to enjoy what the
teachers enjoy. The teachers will have not
14 days but six or seven weeks' holiday,
but not one of them has received such a
circular. Can the Minister say that any
teacher from monitor to head teacher has
received notice of discharge for six weeks
and an intimation to apply for re-engage-
meat? He cannot. Why shiould the woman
cleaner, drawing a paltry £:2 9s. a week and
the man with seven children getting £4 7s.
a week he put off for six weeks while a
teacher drawing £600 a year, or the Director
drawing- £900 a year, receives his holiday
onfutll pay? Let the Minister treat the whole
of the department equally and not differ-
entiate hetween the cleaner and the Director
or his inspectors. Let all have a fair deal.
If sacrifices; have to he made let the Minister
start with himself aind finish up with the
cleaner and caretaker. He should not start
with the cleaner and ref usb ti, go one stepi
farther.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [9.301:
1 wish to touch upon tho department that
has charge of the sustenance meted out to
the unemployed, rather than upon the pro-
blem that has arisen since the defeat of the
Collier Government. It was that defeat
that brought about so much unemploy-
ment. I will not deal with the matter from
a party point of view. Members should
join together in finding a solution of the
difficulty. The member for Kanowna has
shown the Premier the advantage to he
gained by the credit note system. There is
enormous wealth in this country. Had it
not been for the anti-Labour senators, we
should have had £5,000,000 mote for our
wheat than we shall nowv get. The Federal
Labour Government were prepared to guar-
ance 4s. a bushel on wheat, but the anti-
Labour forces defeated the project, and un-
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employment has increased twofold. We are
told that the Labour Government have
brought much of this distress upon the coun-
try. If the Opposition had been more
broad-minded we should not have suffered
as we are suffering. The nation is existing
in distressful times. People are being badly
nourished and are suffering greatly. The
Government expect a man to rear a family
of nine or 10 children on £2 9s. a week.
When a child reaches the age of 14, he is de-
prived of his right to live, because the officer
in charge of unemployment (Mr. Macartney)
stops the 7s. a week.

Mr. Sleeman: Do not blame the depart-
ment.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I will deal with it and
with all its faults.

The Minister for Railways: There has been
no change in the instructions issued since
the Collier Government were in office.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If the Labour Govern-
tnent did wrong, the Nationalist Govern-
ment should not follow in their footsteps.
The Minister should see that these young
people have the right to live. Unemploy-
tnent has increased threefold since the Col-
lier Government went out of office. If
they were prepared to starve the masses,
there is no reason why the present Govern-
ment should do so. When the sustenance of
a child of 14 is stopped, the younger
children in the family have to be deprived
of some of their food to feed the older ones.
Even a child of 14 is a citizen of the State
and is entitled to be fed. Would the Min-
ister for Railways like to feed his children
on 7s. a week? The Herdsman's Lake
scheme has been Set Up as a means of reliev-
ing some of the unemployment. The con-
ditions provide that to get a homestead a
man must put up £2 15s. and pay El -a week
on possession. Only a man in work could
find that money until his block became pro-
ductive. I appeal to the Minister for Lands
to alter these conditions. Men who desire
work should be able to live as decent citizens
and have an opportunity to make headway
in life. Then there is the Waroona scheme,
propounded by the Minister for Railways.

The Minister for Railways: I do not know
anything about it.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do.
The Minister for Railways: You are an

encyclopoedia.
M1r. RAPHAEL: The secretary for un-

employment in Victoria Park received in-

structions what to do with regard to the
despatch of men to Waroona. The men are
entitled to work there on piece work. If
they like they can earn £230 a week, but, no
matter how much they earn1 they are given
onlyv £3 a week to keep themselves at
Waroona and their families in Perth.

Ron. W. D). Johnson: What becomes of
the balance?

Mr. RAPHAEL: In every possible dime-
tion the Government save on the sustenance
orders. A in may have earned £09 a week
at Waroona. When he returns to Perth his
pay is stop ped, but he is allowed to draw the
money he has earned. Are the Government
prepared to pay interest on the money which
has, been withheld, or to subsidise the men
to prevent their families from starving?
The men are also told they may take their
wives and families with them to Waroona.
They can hire a tent for Is. a week. They
are expected to rear their children under
filthy conditions and without any educational
facilities., The scheme is rotten to the core.
Fancy the Government countenancing the
rearing of children in a tent rather than in
a home! M1any citizens have contributed to
the Lord Miayor's Distress Fund. I am not
one of those who was "imug"l enough to make
a contribution to it. Fully 80 per cent. of
the money so raised went into Consolidated
Revenue to keep the single men around
Perth. The remaining 20 per cent. have
gone to different charitable organisations.

The 'Minister for Railways : When was
that fund established?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister was the
one who established it.

The Minister for Railways . You are
wrong.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Whether he established
it or not, he took care to get control of it.

The inister for Railways: My friends
opposite established it,

Mr. RAPHAEL : And you ifiched the
cash from it.

Mr. Millington: It was not established
by us.

Mr. Munsie: That was long after the elec-
tions.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister was one of
the instigators of it in the Perth City Coun-
cil. He tried to make the City Council
'responsible for the unemployment in the
city, but they would not take it -from him,
and neither would 1. Through no fault of
their own perhaps, the Government have
created a vast body of ill-nourished citizens.
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The suggestion made by the member for
Kanowna would help us to solve our difficul-
ties. We have a perfect right to engage in
the note system.

The Minister for Lands: Who will find the
capital to back it?

Mr. RAPHAEL: If we get more gold it
will go into the pockets of the Yanks. They
will take it as soon as we get it. Our pound
iioteg will not be of much use outside the
State, hut they will provide the means of
solving the difficulty. They will be the only
thing of any use within the State. All our
roads and footpaths stand in need of repair,
and we have the materials alongside them.
We are paying men £E2 9s. a week. If we
gave them another.£1 a week, which the Gov-
ernment should be able to find, they would
have some chance of keeping body and soul
together. The Government keep on saying
that although we may find work for the un-
employed, they cannot find any more money.
They must have funds in hand. They are
able to give gratuities to people who are dis-
missed. If the money had been spent in the
right direction instead of being misapplied
we should have less unemployment with us
to-day. I aim only trying to help the Gov-
ernment in the right direction. I hope sonic
further effort will be made to solve the diffi-
culty and lead to the fulfilment of the
promise, "Work for all."

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) (9.451: As
the Leader of the opposition has said, it is
deeply to be regretted that Western Aus-
tralia has thousands of unemployed to-day.
The worst feature of the situation is1 not
that these people are unemployed, hut that
lhundreds amnongst themn are practically
starving. The trouble is that wvhen they
were in work they were not able to put a
little by for a rainy day, because of family
responsibilities and the casual nature of
their employment. Thus the bad times find
them without a penny of reserves, and they
are down and out. It is had enough to be
unemployed when one has a few shiilliuig-
behind one, but to be without either work
or food is a thousand times worse. In Fre-
mantle the trouble is not to discover uneni-
ployed, hut to meet people who are in work.
For every person in work, six or seven are
to he found out of work. That state of
things cannot be allowed to continue, if
something is not done, these people will take
a band themselves. We members of Parlia-

meat are responsible. We are sent here to
govern the State. We must stand up to our
job. I wish to protest against the Govern-
ment's attitude towards the unemployed.
The day before yesterday it -was intended
to hold a procession in Perth to demonstrate
to the Government that there are hundreds
of men and women who want something- done
for them. No tact, no sympathy was showui
in dealing with the procession. The police
were sent out with the prison van in readi-
ness for arrests. Some of the unemployed
were arrested, and placed in the cells. How-
ever, the police magistrate did not take a
serious view of the matter, as he released all
the defendants except one. Years ago any
of the men went to fight in Europe in order
to make the world safe for democracy. Now,
when they are down and out and hungry,
and wish to demonstrate the position to the
Government, democracy is not safe for them.
The police cart off demonstrators in the
prison van. I do not blame the police for
doing the job they were sent on, but I do
blame the authorities who seat them. Two
or three policemen could handle the -unm-
ployed well, with the use of tact. In fact,
I could pick out two or three policemen who
would Achieve that. Then there would he
no trouble or noise. People who are weary
and starving, however, are put in gaol
simply because they break some municipal
Lwy-law.. It would be interesting to know
whether the Perth City Council had any-
thing to do with the matter. I fail to see
how the Government cold talke action for
breach of at municipal by-law unless re-
quested by the municipality to do so.

Mr. Panton: Perhaps Councillor Raphael
rould tell you.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Perhaps; hut I am sure
he would not be on the side of those
who wanted to persecute the demonstrators.
I hope this is the last we shall see of inter-
ference with the unemployed when they,
merely wish to show that they are in con-
siderable numbers.

The Minister for Railways: Ton are not
so simple as to believe that.

Mr. SLEE-MAN: I believe everything I
say. Moreover, the M3inister knows it is
true. However, he will not do very much
about it. This is not the first show of
strength we have had from him. Once there
were machine guns and field hospitals ona the
banks of the .Swan River, and there were
also barbed wire entanglements. I do not
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expect much more f rom the Minister for
Police than the show he put up on that oc-
easion.

The Minister for Railways: There has
been no change of procedure since your
Government left office.

Mr. SLEEIAN: There has been a great
change.

The Minister for Railways: No. In the
main the unemployed are as good citizens
as you or I, hut some of them were out to
make a disturbance.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The unemployed might
he bettor citizens than the Minister or I.

The Minister for Railways: You know
what one or two of them are. There are a
few out to create disturbances.

Mr. SLEEMAN: One finds a few squibs
in every section, even amongst members of
Parliament.

The Minister for Railways: The bon.
member is entitled to speak for himself.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I ami not go ing to
allow the whole of the unemployed to be
blamed simply because the Minister says
that among them are a few out for trouble.
When they try to make trouble, it will ha
time to stop thenm. If they endanger lie
or property, the police can take a hand.
However, two or three members of the
force, if told to ltook after unemployed,
could do it without trouble or disturbance~.
It is the duty of the Government 'of the
day, whether a Labour Government, a
Country Party Government, or a National-
ist Government, if they cannot provide
work, at least to provide food. If the
present Government cannot find wvork for
everybody, as they promised, they must
provide food for everybody. During the
war period there was no trouble in finding
food for the people. We are now passing
through a more serious time than when our
soldiers were being sent to fight in France.
At that time, if the Government wanted
anything they -went and took it, andi pro-
vided the soldiers and the people jwit'h
food. There is abundance of food in West-
ern Australia. 'Wheat is going to waste,
and potatoes are rotting in the field be-
cause they are not commercially worth
digging. There is practically meat to burn.
Some time ago we were told that in the
North there were thousands of sheep
whose throats would have to be ent be-
cause there 'was no commercial use for the
animals. And yet men, women and children

are practically starving. As regards sus-
tenanee for boys and girls over the age or
14, 1 know of Fremantle famnilies number-
ing six or seven members of whofn. only
three get sutstenance-the man, his wife
and one child. The explanation is that
the other children are over 14 years of age.
Practically the Government arc telling the
children over that age to starve, or trench
upon the pittance their parents and their
younger brothers and sisters receive. We
have in this country wheat, meat, potatoes,
and in fact practically everything that is
needed to save our unemployed from starv-
ation. If it comes to the point, the Gov-
ernmenit's duty will be to commandeer that
food and hand it over to the unemployed
so that they may keep body and soul toge-
ther. It is the dluty of the Government to
provide food if they cannot provide work.
T do not blame the unemployed for any
steps taken in order to force the Govern-
ment to provide them with at all events
the wherewithal to live. In Fremantle two
committees aiding the unemployed have
been at work for some considerable time.
One looks after married men, and is called
the married mnen's committee; the other
looks after single men, and is known as
the single men's committee. The married
men's committee have no funds left, aud
their work must now be taken on by
someone else. In fact, the Government
must see to it. The committee have done
valuable work, and have raised large sums,
of money to alleviate the distress amongst
married people. But neither money nor
clothes can be obtained at present. Fre-
mantle has hardly an old rag let. Old
clothes have been raked up all over the
place for the unemployed. The money has
cut out, and so few clothes are available
that many of the unemployed are almost
in rags. The funds of the single men's
committee 'will be exhausted in about a'
eortnight 's time. Excellent work has been
aiue by this commnittee also, in association
with the Rev. Mr. Nye. I2 wish to com-
pliment that gentleman. He is a thorough
Christian, always striving to provide for
those in need. Ever since last Mayv the
single men's committee have been feeding
something like IS30 men; though I should
add that a few 'weeks ago some of these
men were Bent to Blaekboy Camp. During
those months the Government have put in
£5 per week towards the keep of 130 men.
The committee were not able to give those
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men much, but at least they guaranteed
them one good meal daily. They are doing
that flow. .Tmjnediately the committee's
funds are exhausted, I shall be on the
doorstep of the Government with the de-
mnand that they look after those men. I
would not be above leading them myself
and committing a breach of the municipal
by-laws.

Mr. Panton: Then you will ride in that
van!

'Mr. SLEEMAN: I am sorry that the
van was disgraced by being made to do
work it was never intended for. Its pur-
pose is to shield wrongdoers from the too
eager eyes of the curious, not to convey
unemployed to gaol. I trust there will be
no trouble in getting the Government to do
something immediately the funds of the
local committee are gone. There are numer-
ous ways in -which the Government could
get money, save money, and make work.
We should do everything possible to pro-
duce in this State what the people of thi.s
State need. Not long ago I introduced a
Bill designed to provide some work for the
unemployed, but the measure received little
support except from members on this side
of the Chamber. I1 believe that the industry
I was seeking to assist can be brought into
a better condition, enabling it to furnish
more employment. Yesterday the member
for Katanning (Mr. Piesse) asked some
questions about harvesters made at the
State Implement Works. If there is
going to he any argument, the harvesters
need not be specially picked out. Let us
give consideration to other implements
manufactuidi at the works, and let us
give preference to them so that some of
our maen may be kept at wonk. McLIi
are being put off every day, and in-
stead of trying to produce our agricultural
implements in this State we are sending our
money away from the State while our own
people are starving. There arc other ways
in which the Government could save money.
Very shortly His Excellency the Governor
will be leaving us, his term having expired.
The Government would be well advised wo
see that no successor to His Excellency is
appointed. Tasmania has set that example,
and I believe Victoria is about to follow it.
If the Government were to decline to ap-
point a successor to Sir William Cainpion,
there would be an additional £C6,000 or £7,000
per annum available for distribution amongst

the unemployed. Even in Parliament here,
money could be saved. We hare too many
members of Parliament. First there are our
own SO members, and then there are those
iniinbers representing the State in the Fede-
nil Parliament. I believe 40 members would
be plenity for our State Parliament. If
we were to reduce the existing 80 members
to 40, it would mean a big saving in the
administration charges of the State.

Mr. 1Panton: It might be necessary to
provride sustenanc 'e for a few of the mem-
bers retrenched.

Mr. SUE EMAN: Not many members of
another place would require sustenance, and
for those that did we would readily do our
best. I will not take up any more time. I
have voiced my protest and I hope that
something will he done. I am not trying to
make a party matter of this. In the past
successive Governments have done all they
thought they could do, irrespective of
whether it was M1r. Collier's Administration
or Sir James Mitchell's Government. Clearly
it is the duty of everybody in -the State to
do all that can lie done for the unemployed.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Eon. N.
Keenan-'Nedlands) 110.3]: The subject
for the discussion of which the Leader of
the Opposition moved the adjournment of
the House, is of the greatest importance and
the greatest magniitude. The opportunity
has been used largely for the airing of iuat-
ters in which private members are person-
ally interested, altogether apart from the
problem to which the Leader of the Oppo-
sition addressed himself. Unfortunately I
desire to follow in the footsteps of those
members who have discussed smaller mat-
ters, for I want to refer to a question touched
upon by the member for Leederville, who
commented on the fact that the Education
Departmnt had no full time cleaners, that
for a certain period in the year their ser-
vices were not required. They are all en-
gaged on a weekly hire, and on the ordin-
ary contract approved by the Court of
Arbitration for that class of employee. The
member for Leederville is not fully in-
formed onl the matter, because as I under-
stand it--and let me say that I take full
responsibility for anything done by the de-
partment for which I am responsible;
whether the matter be small or large,
wrhether it be a detail of administration or
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a question of policy, the 'Minister must be
responsible. And so I say I stand respon-
sible. This, I understand, is what is being
carried out: When the schools close for the
vacation the cleaners are kept on for a week
afterwards in order to clear away nil the
debris such as may have been left by the
scholars. Of course that is ample time for
the purpose. One day, or at most two days,
would suffice for the task. Nevertheless the
cleaners are kept on for a week. Then they
get a fortnight's holiday on full pay.

Mr. Panton: They are entitled to that
under their award.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am aware
of it. Then they are brought in again a
week before the schools re-open. Again
that is ample time for the introductory
cleaning of the rooms. The only question is
should we keep cleaners on nominally work-
ing when there is no wprk for them to do,
and that at a time when every penny has
to be conserved for purposes absolutely of
the greatest importance? At present we
are very hard pushed to provide educational
facilities for the children of the State, and
we have therefore to save in any direction
that is legitimate. Surely no one
would suggest that the putting off of
cleaners one week utter the schools rise,
and putting them on again one week
before the schools re-assemble is not
perfectly fair. It is not that a ques-
tion of this magnitude can be discussed
here with any great advantage, but it has
been referred to, and I want it cleared up,
and I want also to take full responsibility
For it; because so long as I ant in charge
of a department I will never consent to
having money paid away wvhere no services
are rendered. Nor would any- memaber of
the Opposition, if he were a Minister,
tolerate it.

Mr. Panton: It is the first tiine it has
been done in tihe history of the Education
Department.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The~ incia-
ber for Leederville referred also to school
teachers. That is a different matter. The
reason why the school teacher getsi a fairly
long vacation is because it is admitted tha't
the duties of a school teacher are exhaust-
ing, and that he or she requires a consider-
able time in which to recuperate. That
may not be right, hut it is admitted, and
part of the contract.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And it is said the
cleaners require that time in which thorough-
ly to cleanse the schools.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Thme cleaners
do not require more than a fortnight. No
rational person would suggest that the
ordinary school building requires more
than a fortnight in which to be cleansed.
At alt events that is my opinion, and if
Iamt wrong I accept the responsibility.

Haon. WV. D). Johnson: Then why not
change the school teachers' vacation

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Surely the
hon. member has listened, If he has not,
I do not propose to repent myself.

Floj. WV. D. Johnson: But I cannot fol-
low your log-ic.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1. do not
propose to repeat it, I have said I[ will
take the responsibility for the present
arrangement being a fair and equitable one.
To allow a fortnight for the cleaninrg of a

scolbuilding-not a big building, but in
most cases one of two or at most three
rooms-to say it requires more than a fort-
night to clean such a building is absurd.
Since I am speaking, I desire to address
myself to larger and more important
matter -which the Leader of the OppoaitiouL
has raised to-night, namely, tine question of
unemnployment That is a question on the
solution of which depends the whole of our
Future. It is suggested by the eander of
the Opposition-and I think rightly-that
it is extremely difficult to see how we are
to solve that problem. It is true the mnem-
her for iKanowna (Hon. T. Walker) has
suggested that we might create sme State
credit-which I presume means the State
issue of notes-upon which to re-establish
our industries. Whilst I admire very much
the language in which the proposal was,
put forward, I am afraid the idea does not
commend itself to the common sense of this
Rouse. .[t would be ant extraordinarily
dlangerous4 experiment to make, and I am
afraid we should soon find that ow- printed
lotes were of v-ery little value indeed. And

with the failure of those nmotes we should
have to meet a disaster very much greater
than even the present disaster. I do not
think there is any risk of any Government,
whtether this Government or a Glovernment
formed by members opposite, or a Govern-
ment formed on national lines, committing
itself to such a policy.
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[The Deputy Speaker (M1r. Angelo) tookc
the Chair.]

Ron. T.X Walker: In Canada they have
seasonal inflation.

The Attorney General: But that. is by
the banks, not by the Government.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is
part of their ordinary banking facilities, a
very different thing from a State Giovern-
ment attempting to finance the whole re-
qjuirements of industry in the State. How-
ever, that is a subject about -which I ami
afraid we shalt have to hold different
opinions and is a matter that would require,
a? the member for Gernldton suggested, a
great many months before we could arrive
At any unanimity about it. It is strong
evidence of the magnitude of this problem
that no one is able to suggest a solution.
For borrowing is not a solution. It is true
we could borrow, but that would he only
a temporary expedient. And it has this
curse, that every day miakes the difficulty
of the final solution greater.

Ron. P. Collier: It aggravates it later on.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is

so. Therefore it is correct to say
that no one can suggest at the
present montent a solution of this
curse of unemployment. It is said
to be due to many causes, one being the
over-production of industry throughiout
the world. Therefore I presume if we were
to suggest a solution based on that factor,
it would he to reduce production. But we
cannot reduce production except within local
limits, while the over-production of the out-
side world would still remain. Therefore
that must h6 ruled out. What would be the
proper solution, I am not prepared to at-
tempt to define it this evening. Why I say
I would not dream of attempting to define
a solution to-night is because I do not think
it is within the capacity of any one man to
define, with any hope of being correct, what
that solution is. No doubt the member for
Guildford will have a try at it, but I am not
sure that he will succeed. That is one reason
why I am addressing the House on another
matter: I suggest it is only by a combination
of the best brains we can command in this
community that we can hope to Arrive at a
proper conclusion as to what are the steps
to take to deal with this great problem. For
that reason I suggest notwithstanding what
the member for Leederville said, that there
is no desire on my part to block the way

to the formation of such a Cabinet by re-
maininig on these benches.

'Mr. Panton: I do not suggest that you
said anything else.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Whatever it
may be, I am only too willing to be a very
bumble member of a House that will assist
a Government of that kind to attempt to
find the solution of a problem which is such
a grave and terrible one that it is almost
a lbreach of decorum to introduce a jocular
matter in addressing oneself to it. Therefore
I apologise for the reference I made at mo-
ment ago. I only say the present occasion
does not admit of an examination of this
matter from all the proper angles, and there-
fore that all we can say in a debate of this
kind is that it is a subject of such vital im-
portance that it should be taken away from
any possible arena of party strife and party
politics, and should be dealt with by the
best intelligences% in this country.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [30.15]:- Throughout the deba~te
the dlifficulty of the Government in respect
of the need of monley, has been emphasised.
We hlave heard that the Government have
nothing with which to relieve unemployment.
Does that not convey that what the Govern-
meat are not able to do without money, we
are expecting our people to doi The Govern-
ment are contributing- largely to the increase
of unemployment by disissing workers by
the hundreds in various directious and so
denying them the right to earn monley. Gov-
ernments cannot function without money
and yet the individual is expected to func-
tion without it. I desire to subscribe to the
policy outlined by the member for Kanowna
(Hon. T. Walker), and if we cannot func-
tion without money, if the systemn of finding
work for all has broken down, if the Govern-
went have to admit that they are obliged
to increase unemployment, we must realise
that the people must be fed. If we cannot
find work for all we must get food for all.
I appreciate the fact that the present sys-
tem has broken down so far as employment
is concerned. Thousands of meii and women
are going short of food; yet it is Admitted
that there is abundance of food, more than
sufficient, produced within the State, I sub-
wit that we have to get away from talking
on this matter in terms of money; we rnuqt
re-organise relief in terms of food, and I
believe that is possible. I say most defin.
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itely that it is not only possible for the Gov-
ernment to do that hut that the Government
must do0 it, that they will have to go into the
question of getting food and distributing it
on the hasis that it will be available to all.
The Government aire active in regard to
many matters. The member for Leederville
has referred to the extraordinary attitude
adopted by the 'Minister for Education who
says it is generally accepted that it is essen-
tial for school teachers' salaries to go onl
because a period of recuperation is required,
extending over six or seven weeks. We does
not admit altogether that it is desirable, but
he says it has become a recognised thing and
must be continued, but it has also been
reeognised for years past that the cleaners of
schools are not able in) tire limited time at
their disposal to keep the schools thoroughly
clean. The result is that there a-re cornersi
where dirt accumulates that needs a week's
cleaning to remove, and it is in the holiday
period that the cleaning is done thoroughly.
The Minister for Edu cation says that be-
cause it has been the custom in the past, it
is not going to continue. The Government
can see the means of saving a week or two's
wages when it comes to the poor unfortunate
charwvoman. If the Government cannot get
beyond that kind of thing it becomes essen-
tial for us to realise that we arc failing to
appreciate the gravity of the situation.
Thus, a motion of this kind is necessary to
emphasise the fact that if the Government
cannot find work for the people they munst
find food. The member for Fremantle (M1r.
Sleenian) has pointed out that the organiisa-
tion created when the present Government
assumned office, by which local governing,
bodies. were called upon to assist, has already
shown signs of breaking down. Hie states
that in Fremantle it will not be possible to
continue rendering, as;sistanlc aq far as the
mnarried mein are concerned and that already
the single meii have had to he removed cee
where. Exactly the same thing- applies at
Bassendean. The "Minister for Railways, a
few night, ago, paid a tribute to the good
work done by the Ba-sendean committee.
He said that more had been done Itee by
the local governing body than had been
done in any other centre of the State. That
is due to the fact that early in the unemploy-
meat difficulty all sections of the enumtuniy
combined for the purpose of relieving the
limited distress that existed at that timne, It
was arranged that weekly .uhseriptioits

should hie canvassed for reguilarly, and
practically everyone in work at l3assecadean
agreed to contribute an amount per week.
Collectors were appointed to receive those
amounts. The local governing bodies sub-
scribed as niuchi as they could from their
funds. That money enabled them to dis-
tribute a certain amount of work, supple-
ienting- the Glovernment sustena LICe. In-
provenrents were done to the open spaces
that arc essential to public welFare. How-
ever, the enormous amiount of retrenchment
that has taken place in the (listrict, particu-
larly at the Iidland workshops, has so in-
creased the number of unemployed in Bas-
send can, and consequently diminished the
contributions to such an extent, that the
relief organisation has broken down. A
public meeting has been called to dal with
the question. I dare say the Minister has
already received a report admitting that,
fine as was the local organisation some
months back, it is totally unable to cope with
the present situation and must, appeal to
Parliament to do something, to relieve, on a
better basis, the distress that exists. The
organ isatioii established by the Minister
seine mnonths ago is crumbling in some
places and in many others has ceased to
function, with the result that the plight of
the uniemployed is more acute than ever.
We hanve to realis;e that in this country
where wve have adult suiffrage, where Parlia-
ments are clected directly from the adult
population, that population looks to P1arlia-
meat, as directly representative of the peo-
lt, to p~rotect the people in a crisis of this
kind. 1 admit that that is not so in other
countries, where only a section of the people
is represented in Parliament and the people
as a whole are left to their own resources.
But that is not the Australian practice. We
make our Parliaments representative of the
peoiple, and we expect and even encourage
our people to comec to Parliament in
their distrvess, with a view to securing. relief.
It is definitely and distinctly a function
of Parliament to look after the people
of this State. If we cannot help them
iii terms of money, it is our duty to
hell) them in terms of food. Again, the
Government have been active in amending
industrial legislation. They declare that the
need-; of the hour compel a review of that
legisqlation. Bat why limit the review to
industrial conditions' Why not review the
finiancizil affairs, of Western Australia?
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Why not inquire into the commercial organ-
isations and ascertain whether we are carry-
ing unnecessary duplications"! Why notl
investigate whether foodstuffs are unneces-
sarily dear because of ercssive distribut-
ing costs?

The Minister for Lands: A select commit-
tee is inquiring into that question now.

Hon. WV. D). JOHNSON: It is wonderful
how the Government are able to transfer
problems of that kind to a select committee,
problems more acute to-day, because of spe-
cial circumstances, than the wages question.
Ministers ean always rush in to amend in-
dustrial laws.

Mr. Hegney called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung-, and at quorum formed.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I was pointing*
out that the Government have turned their
attention and devoted a good deal of their
time to amending the industrial laws, attack-
ing the hanke wage, and other matters of a
similar nature, but that they have failed to
go into the more imjportant question of
control and distribution of foodstuffs. The
Government are using this depression as a
period of reconstruction from the industrial
point of view. Why should the reconstruc-
tion be confined to industrial matters? W~hy
not extend it to commercial matters?

The Mtinis4ter for Lands: You know that
it has extended to the primary producers.

ion. W. D. JOHNSON: The primary pro-
ducers are suffering to-day from the enorm-
ous cost of marketing their products.

The 'Minister for Lands: That is not the
point.

Hion. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister
would he the very last to relieve the primary
producers in that regard. In fact, if the
Minister and those associated with him had
not interfered with Commonwealth legisla-
tion by influencing votes against it, we would
not be in our present plight. As the mem-
ber for -Victoria, Park (31r. Raphael) has
pointed out., if the guaranteed 4s. had been
paid for wheat-

The Minister for Lands: It never would
have been paid.

Ron. W, D. JOHNSON: What right has
the 11inister to say that! Is he an author-
ity on what the Commonwealth Government
can do? What Mr. Scullin says, what Mr.
Moloney says, and what the Commonwvealtdi
Bank agree to do is all nonsense in the eyes

of our mnighty Mfinister for Lands. He
knows better. If the difficulty is to he
tackled it has to be realized that action by
the Government in the direction of rescuing
the wheat growers must be in the terms of
E a. d. It is true that the Prime Minister,
11r. Scullin, appealed to us to continue pro-
ducing- wheat, but he said that the wheat
would he paid for at a price equalling the
cost of production. The Prime Minister
took action along those lines, but the Minis-
ter for Lands did his best to defeat it. He
and those associated] with him are respons-
ible for that position.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
btatement is not true.

lion. W. D). JOHNSON: I say definitely
it is true.

The Mfinister for Lands: It is not.
Rlon. W. D). JOHNSO'N: I heard the Mmi-

ister tell the senators that they should not
vote for it.

The Minister for Lands: You heard nlu.
fing of the sort.

lon. W. D. JOHNSON: I was present
when the Minister spoke at Bruce Rock.

rrhe Minister for TLands: There was not
it setiator there.

Hon. W. DI. JOHNSON: Why did the
3h1inistr deliver such a speech there? It
was at a critical period and the Minister
hnew that senators wrould read the report of
his speech ini the newspapers. What the
MAinister sought to convey was that the
wheat growers of Western Australia werdi
opposed to the legislation then under discus-
sion in the Federal Parliament. There is
no doubt on that point and the views of the
wheat growers of this State were misrepre-
sented to such an extent that the senators
from Western Australia alone were respons-
ible for denying our wheat growers a price
for their commodity that would have en-
abled them to eMploy labour, and so lift
the country out of the dificult position it
is in to-day. I am prepared to admit that
had that legislation been passed, there would
be difficulties in connection with it at the
present juncture. What would have hap-
pened would have been that, instead of wheat
growers worrying on account of various
phases that they cannot help, those who
made the promiises of assistance to them
would have had to devise methods by which
the wheat growers would have heen paid in
proportion to the cost of production. I am
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prepared to admit that the guarantee would
have bad to be reviewed, but it would have
been revised on the basis of the amount the
wheat grower would have required to enable
him to continue growing and to pay for
labour. That would have been his position,
instead of that in which he finds himself
to-day, Dot knowing what he can do because
of the deplorable condition of the industry.
If the Government do not intend to take the
wider view, and deal with commercial and
financial concerns, and are not going into
the question of supplying money to the
people, they must at least create an organ-
isation to supply them with food. To-day
bread is at an enormous price-

Hon. P. Collier: Compared with the price
of wheat.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: Yes, out of all
proportion to the cost of the raw material.
I have been told that this is due to the cost
of distribution. Why do not the Govern-
ment organise the distribution of bread')
Why tackle the basic wage and allow an
absolutely silly system to continue, by which
a score of carts are rushing round doing
what one could do. That unwieldy system
increases the price of bread enormously,
and it is allowed to continue because the
Government say it is not their function to
interfere.

Mr. Wells: What you say may he quite
right, but if it were done it would increase
unemployment.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: What percentage
of increased unemployment would there be
compared with the saving to the community?

Mr. Wells: You would throw a large num-
ber of carters and drivers out of work.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: An enormous
amount could be saved, particularly when
we consider the large quantites of bread con-
sumed in the metropolitan area, and the
number of men required under the existing
system of distribution.

The Minister for Railways: If we carried
your argument to a logical conclusion we
should eliminate distribution altogether and
make everyone go to the bakehouse.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSONY: The present
system has broken down. It is not limited
to one section or to one industry. There
must be a general review. Ever since the
session started we have appealed to the
Government to realise that the difficulty is
not limited to the workers; all sections must
get into line. Apparently it is useless. The

Government wvill drift along until somnething,
happens. They tax a limited section of the
community. Their retrenchment is confined
to a section, and no proper consideration
is given to the interests of the general pub-
lic. I do not wish to take up much time in
further debating this question, and I appeal
to the Government to take action. Speeches
and promises are useless to satisfy the un-
employed. Somnething more must be done.
The Christmas season is approaching and we
have to see to it during that period,
and during all other periods that food
is available even if we cannot pro-
vide work for all who require it. If we
cannot give them money, we must provide
them with assistance in kind. There are
means by which that can be organised, and
1 trust the Government will lose no time in
taking action along those lines.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.36]:I
appreciate keenly the broad sentiment and
nion-party attitude adopted by the Leader
of the Opposition. From the time he con-
cluded his speech, however, the noble senti-
ments he expressed have been dragged
through the mire of party politics.

Mr. Raphael: Assisted by your actions.
Mr. SAMPSON: It is a matter of deep

regret and sorrow to me that such an im-
portant and distressing problem as that of
unemployment should be made a party
matter.

Mr. Raphael: Why not do your job?
Mr. Hegnoy: It is a national problem

to-day.
Mr. SAMPSON: That is the view many

people will take of the larger proportion
of the remarks of hon. members this even-
ing. No one doubts the difficulties that
confront the world to-day. In Western
Australia we have flooded markets, lack of
distribution and insufficient food supplias
in the possession of many of our citizens.
It is very distressing, and the whole prob-
lem is one of contradiction. The introduc-
tion of labour-saving machinery for the pro-
duction of wheat was anticipated to add
to the wealth of the country. Unfortunate-
ly it has proved the reverse. We imported
a large number of tractors, and the horse has
been largely replaced by the internal combus-
tion engine. What has been the result?
To a large extent our position has become
worse because of the introduction of power
farming. Not so long ago when the horse
provided the only power available on the
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farm, the man on the land produced the
horse feed and his money was thus
retained in the country. To-day, un-
der the system of power farming, we
have sent immense sumns of money
out for the purchase of tractors and
fuel supplies, and the result has been to
assist agriculture on the downward path.
I will not make any comment upon motor
cars and so forth, because I realise they
are necessary. It is impossible to go back.
Once progress has been made in a certain
direction, that progress must be main-
tained. Even at this juncture I question
whether those engaged in the production
of wheat would not be wise to alter their
methods, and instead of continuing with
tractors to revert to the horse. The sooner
we get back the better. There wvill be a
greater measure of prosperity and a
greater amount of money available when
that comes about.

Mr. Raphael interjected.
Mr. SAMPSON: The prototype of the

McCoo politician may speak for himself. I
realise the great difficulties which this
State and every other State and every
other country are facing at the present
time. It is very easy to blame the Govern-
ment and to put up destructive criticism,
but if there is a man in this country who
knows bow this position is to be remedied,
then it is a sin if he remains silent. For
there are amongst us hundreds of men who
have been accustomed to work and who,
during a period of unemployment, feel very
deeply' the position they are in. I say
without any reference to the gallery, for
that does not affect me in a political sense,
that the position of those men is of first
importance to the State. If we could find
means for keeping them employed in
useful work, our problem largely would be
ended. I have expressed my admiration of
the efforts made by the Minister in charge
of unemployment. He has an exceedingly
difficult job, and I hope that as the days
go by it will be possible to do something
in !respect of sending men out into the
mining districts. I do not know much
about the subject, but I say it is to gold1

mining we must look for the amelioration
of our difficulties. As was well said by
the member for Geraldton, there is an un-
limited market for gold, whereas with every
other commodity the markets of the world
are glutted. So I hope the Government
will find it possible to provide a limited

measure of assistance ror those capable of
going into the goidmaining areas in small
parties and so doing what is possible to-
wards bringing some relief to themselves
and, of course, to the State. .1 should like
to refer to inflation. U is a most difficult
question, and only those versed in high
finance can afford to discuss it. It is an
insidious, fascinating and withal poisonous
doctrine, and I believe, with the Chief
Secretary, that we shall be wise if we ap-
proach it with the utmost care. The ex-
perience of Germany and of every other
country that has tried inflation has been
disastrous. We learn in the "rally News''
that soon after the close of the war, as
the result of inflation in Germany a second-
rate cigar cost millions of marks.

Mr. Panton: The same thing applied to
France.

The Attorney General: But France stop-
ped in time.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: France stopped
only when she got out of her difficulties.

Mr. Raphael interjected.
Mr. SAMPSON: The member for Vic-

toria Park may discuss frankfurts. I dare
say he is well capable of appreciating
them. The real wealth of Australia is wheat
and wool.

Mr. Raphael: And country newspapers.
Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the member for

Victoria Perk to refrain from interjecting.
Mr. SAMPSON: Much of our difficulty

has been brought about by the' high pro-
tective policy of Australia. 3telbounic and
Sydney are the homes of high protection,
and seeing how the smaller and poorer
States have been levied upon in order to
afford protection to the manufacturers of
the Eastern States, one would think that
in the big cities of the Eastern States
would be found some measure of pros-
perity. But in both Melbourne and Sydney
there is more poverty and more unemploy-
ment than is to be found in any other part
of Australia. So experience has shown
that high protection is the last and worst
policy for Western Australia. I believe, if
we had the status of a Dominion and stood
as a unit of the Emlrpire apart from the
rest of the Commonwealth, many of our
difficulties would disappear.

Mr. Raphael: And we would disappear
with them.

Mr. SAMPSON: Then by all meens let
us have it at once. En the meantime, I
hope it will be found possible to so vary
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our industrial awvards as to permit of work
being rationed. We must destroy existing

metodsundr wich some men have full
employment and full payment, while others
are thrown out altog-ether and not permitted
to work.

Mr. McCallum: How about adopting that
policy yourself q

Mr. SAMPSON: I think it is a splendid
idea, and I admire the member for South
Fremantle, because he is now expressing
lofty sentiments which I hope he will live up
to. I have here a newspaper cutting which
has a direct bearing on this subject, and so
I may be pardoned for reading it, as fo[-
lows:

Mr. Snowden is even mnore frank. He said
(July 12th, 1930): ''The state of trade in
this country is a state which is common to
every industrial country in the world. It is
a common phenomenon, the main cause of
which is a fall in world pricee, which not only
has the effect to a large extent of ruining
the producer of raw mnaterial, but is arrest-
ing manufacture, because business mien are
not gping to boy when prices are falling.
The grace depression is ii, a very great
measure due to the protectionist policy of the
world. Protection in all the protectionist
countries has raised prices and therefore re-
duced the purchasing power of the people, so
that they c-annot bit , the samne quantity of
goods. AlIl nations are so elnqtlv related to-
day by trade and commerce that they Cannot
have a shock in one country without rever-
berations being felt all over the world. These
causes are beyond any one Cioverniucat's con-
trol, hut they will touch bottomn some time.''

While the high protection policy continues,
a big section of our people will suffer thqe

gravest disability.
Mr. Panton: Surely you are not blamning

protection for the troubles in England!
Mr. Walker: England's free trade is Eng-

land's protection. She wants free markets
for all her goods.

Mr. SAMPSON: I had better not enter
upon a discussion of England's troubles to-
night because they are very great. This is
a young country, and we should not be ex-
periencing the troubles that confront us.
If we were not shackled to the high protec-
tion policy, our position would be much
better. We are carrying on our tacks the
secondary industries of the Eastern States,
and they are a galling and impossible bur-
den. I hope we shall not be called upon to
bear that burden permanently. If it be-
comes much worse we shall be in as bad a
condition as those who have had the ad-

vantage of our help. In spite of the high
protection, the cost of manufactures has
continued to rise.

Mr. Penton: Let us send our wheat and
wool away and wve shall be right.

Mr. SAMPSON: The partial solution of
our problem lies in borrowing, but the days
of hot-rowing have gone for the time being.
We bave to make the best we can of a bad
job and in the interests of those who are
unemployed, we must, wherever possible,
ration work. We can applaud the Govern-
inent for their humanitarian treatment of the
people who are in distress and can feel sym-
pathy that the Government have not mnore
funds at their disposal with which to alle-
viate that distress.

Mr. Panton : We are borrowing
£E2,OOO,0O0 at present. What is to be done
with it?

ITT. SAMPSON: I hope the money will
be spent as economically as possible. It is
exceedingly difficult to know what to do, be-
cause if we produce nmore wheat, the world
does not wvant it and the primary producers
will he left lamenting. I regret that no im-
miediate solution of the problems that face
this country is apparent. We must do what
we can by adopting a sympathetic outlook.
It is useless, unfair and improper to use
such an occasion to voice political propa-
ganda.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. £ L. Davy-West Perth) [.10.53]: I do
not propose to follow the example of some
other members and endeavour to offer a
solution of our present difficulties. I rise
to support the remarks made by the Chief
Secretary. I was returned to Parliament
some nine months ago, and when I opened
my campaign I told the people of West
Perth that, in my opinion, we were about to
face a national crisis, at least as serious as
that which we faced during the war.

.Mr. Wansbrough: Your leader did not
know anything about it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hion.
member should not interrrupt. I further
said that, in my opinion, there was no pos-
sible chance of effectively and properly sur-
viving the crisis so long as we had a party
Government controlling the affairs of the
State. I received very little support for the
opinion I offered. My opponent claimed
that it was a confession of weakness, and
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my friend; on the other hand, said it was
disloyal to my own party.

Mr. Rahpael: You got it on both sides.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
Mr. Panton: And yet you got in.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is so.

To-day I am more convinced than ever-and
particularly after listening to this debate-
that there is no possible chance of our sur-
viving the crisis with any reasonable spar-
ing of suffering unless; we get together and
decide mutually upon the proper thing to
do. To-night a variety of cures have been
suggested. The idea of the member for
Guildford-Mfidland apparently is that we can
organise Ourselves back to prosperity, that
we should have a compulsory wheat pool
and a compulsory egg pool.

Mr. Sampson: That would help, anyhow.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-

ber for Swan evidently agrees. The member
for Kanowna thinks we can overcome our
difficulties by some form of note inflation.
Another member tells us we can overcome
our difficulties by commandeering the food
supplies of the State and governmentally
distributing them.

Mr. Sleeman: There is enough to feed the
people.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not
going to say which of those three, if any,
is an effective cure. But of one thing I am
convinced, that if the Government either
consisted of or -was advised by representa-
tives of both sides of the House, men who
at any rate had the confidence of their sup-
porters for their honesty of purpose, we
might have a chance of formulating a scheme
that would be acceptalble to the people and
would be believed in by them to be the only
thing that could be done to save the situia-
tion. At present practically anything that
the Government do i' attacked politically.
I have '10 complaint whatever to offer about
the remtarks of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion or his conduct of his business since the
session opened. Within the limits of the
party game, he has played it fairly and mod-
erately, as fao- as human nature could allow
him to do. I say lie has played the game
absolutely fairly. But I also say that every,
night we meet, remarks are made that woud
not be made against a Government repre-
sentative of both sides. Outside the House,
)%hait is happening? A week ago I was in-
vited to attend a meeting to diseu s uneut-
ploynment in my constituency. The invita-

tion camne from a person whom I bkelieved
had no connection whatever with party poli-
tics. I attended the meeting, an open air
meeting, and when I got there, I found that
the first speaker was the organiser of the
Labour Party. It might have been quite
right for him to be thene.

Mr. Sleeman: Hle is a good man, too.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am not

saying anything against him. He may be
khe best man in the world; I had not met
him before. After he had spoken, I was
worked on to the platform-a motor lorry-
and I found that I was sandwiched between
him and the gentleman who had opposed
me at the last election. I have respect for
that gentleman, but he proceeded to make a
pure election speech. He was playing the
game. I am not complaining. But while
we are going on with this stupidity, he is
doing what is right and natural and proper
from his point of view. So the game goes
on. He told me that at present he was en-
gaged night after night attending unem-
ployed meetings throughout the metropoli-
tan area, and no doubt hie made speeches
night after night similar to the one
lie made on that occasion. He attacked
the Government in electioneering terms.
I do not blame him, or charge him witb any
wickedness, or reflect upon his character o14

intelligence. He is playing this wonderful
game of party politics.

Mr. Munsie: I wish you would talk to
the "West Australian" like that about Fede-
ral politics.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am talk-
ing to the "West Australian" and to any
one who likes to listen to me, about
all politics, whether Federal or State. I am
tnt concerned as to whether it is State.
Federal or anything else.

My. Munsie: The "West Ausqtralian" tells
us we should not criticise when sitting on
this side of the House.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: What do
I care about the "West Australian"? Do
Iown it?

IMr. Panton: I wish I did.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The mem-

ber for Hannans has no right to complain
about the "W~est Australian." It gave the
lion, gentleman arid his colleagues,' when in
power, a wonderfully good run. But we are
tnt concerned about that company. It is
a public newspaper.

Mr. Raphael: A public nuisance.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And that
paper is entitled to express its views. It
has had some nasty things to say about this
Government. I have no control over it. I
may have been right in what I have said.

Mr. Panton: The "WTest Australian" is
never wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But I do
not believe any mnenmber sitting opposite
thinks thant any member on this side of the
Rouse is in any way inferior to himself in
honesty of purpose or in the earnestness of
his desire to do wvhat is right. I have heard
hard things said. In the heat of debate
members opposite have said that we on this
side are in the pay of the Employers' Fede-
ration, and that we were put up to early
out their behests and so on and so forth.

Mr. Munsie: I have heard exactly the
same thing said by the hon. gentleman him-
self when we were on his side of the House
and he was over here, with regard to Trades
Hall. Do not blame us, butl mind your own
business.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I wilt ac-
cept what the hon. member says as true.

Mr. Munsie: It is true.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let us say

it is true. Was either of us right?
31r. Munsie: No.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then

neither side was right when that allegzation
was made.

Mr. Munsie: It is only wrong When you
are on this side, but it is right when you are
on that side. That is what gets on my nerves.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I admit
that if any member on this side were oil
that side and made a statement of that kind
he would he wrong.

Mr. Kenneally: We accept the apology.
The ATTIORNEY GENERAL: I say

again that this game of polities "'e arc
playing, which causes that kind of remark
to be made in the heat of debate or other-
wise, is in the highest degree inimical to
the solution of the problems we are faced
with now. I hold a position in this Cabinet
with the Chief Secretary. I will be not on 'ly
ready hut anxious to abandon that position,
and become the humblest and most silent
member of' the House, if, as a result of do-
ing so, it would bring about a combination
of the best brains and the best characters in
the -House to solve the important problems
facing us. I would even be pirepared to

resign fromt the House and let someone else
represent the West Perth electorate if I
could achieve that. It is a firm conviction
with the that we shall not overcome our dif-
licultics and our troubles without the most
immense and dreadful suffering if we carry
on 'is ire are carrying oa it the present
time.

MR. ENEY (Middle Swan) [11.5]:
This is the most important subject Parlia-
ment could possibly discuss. Even though
we may not get very far in providing work
for the unenmployed the fact remains it is
a question of~ paramount importance. It is
involved in the present system of society.
Trle always will be a certain amount of
unpirnplovumnt. These periods hiappen in
cycles. They do not happen in a day. We
get a crisis, and at varying periods we have
first prospetrity and then, unemployment and
deflation. The position is probably more
intense, owing to the greater ramifications in-
volved, than it has been in previous bad
times. In 1921 we passed through a period
of unemployment after the boomi period of
the aftermath Of War. Unemlploymfent Was
rampant; indeed it was world-wide. We are
oow passing through a worse period than
we did then. Many suggestions have been
advanced during this debate to remedy the
position, or- to account for it. The member
for Swan said that wheat and wool were
the basis of our wealth. They are only the
basis of our wealth insofar as they can be
sold at profitable prices in the ,vorld's mar-
kets. In those markets to-day there is defla-
tion because of a glut in these things, due
to ant excess of production, especially in the
case of wheat.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: And under-eon-
gum ap tion.

Mr. HEGNEY: There is under-consump-
tion because of the glut. The only way to
remedy such a position is to cause the least
efficient producers to cease producing and
go into some other line for their livelihood.
Since the war 31r. Bruce, who was Prime
Miniier for seven years, initiated the slogan
of increased production on the part of both
producers and workers. The capitalists of
the country qet about organising their enter-
prises, and the wvorkers engaged in produc-
ing more wvealth. Last year Mr. Scullin, the
new Prime Minister, asked the farmers to
put in a greater acreage of cereals, in order
to adjust our position overseas, and so that
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we could pay for our loans by wheat. To-
day's position was not foreseen by him, and
he was not able to predict what would hap-
pen. This year we are expecting in this
State a record yield of 50 million bushels
of wheat, New South Wales is expecting 62
million, and Victoria 50 million. There is,
therefore, a surfeit of production in Austra-
lia. Because the buyers of the world have not
the necessary purchasing poer the price
of wheat has declined. According to econ-
omists the only' way to adjust that position
is either to increase the purchasing power
of the consumers or cultivate less land. That
is not a solution of the problem. The Pro-
luier, who is well versed in agricultural
development and experienced in wheat pro-
duction made a remark on the Address-in-
reply, no doubt believing it to be true. He
said that there was latent wvealth in abund-
ance in the State, that there was an abund-
ance of land wvhose latent wealth could be
drawn from it by' work and production, and
that this could be brought about by stimu-
lating activities through the Agricultural
Bank under legislative authorit y. He said,
"Work will beget production, and produc-
tion in turn will spell progress and
prosperity' ." It is true that work will heget
produc-tioni; but the second statement, that
production in its turn will spell progress
aind prosperity, represents the opposite of
what is actually happening. With all our
production, with the abundance of goods
Australia now piossesses, the workers are i n
great difficulties. This is the problem of the
age. The war brought untold suffering to
millions in Europe. The member for
Kanowna (IHon. T. Walker) spoke about
the misery and degradation of the war
period. Hie also referred to the large sec-
tion not engaged in production, and the
other section that ear-ies on the social ser-
vices of the community. But a still smaller
number produced wealth to keep millions of
men fighting each other, consuming and
destroying wealth without doing anything
towards the sum total of production. The
iuen who were engaged in fighting have re-
turned to production. ,As the result of the
application of their labour powVer, produc-
tion has so developed that all the world over
there is a surplus of goods. The member
for Swani (Mr. Sampson) introduced the red
herring of the tariff. Whether a country is
freetrade or protectionist or revenue tariff,
it still has this problem of unemployment.

If the problem could be mitigated by the
abolition of protection and the substitution
of freetrade, how is it that the problem con-
fronts the statesmen of Britain now? It is
only during the past 25 years that some of
the Eastern States have had a policy of pro-
tection. The tariff has now been strength-
ened because of the large importation of
goods into Australia. Something had to be
done to adjust the position. It is no use
railing against the tariff from that aspect.
No matter whether a Nationalist Govern-
ment or a Labour Government was in power,
that policy would have to be adopted. In
the past Victoria and New South Wales
were not both protectionist. The former was
protectionist, and the latter freetrade. To
draw the fiscal red herring across the trail
is merely to divert the minds of the people
from the main issue. Unemployment is
rampant and widespread in all countries,
whether freetrade or protectionist, monarch-
ical or republican or under a dictatorship.
The whole problem turns on production for
profit. Because of the fact that goods can-
not he sold in this country we have this un-
employment difficulty. Under present con-
ditions, men and women, among them some
of the best in the land, have to walk about
unemployed in the midst of plenty, and must
continue to do so until production becomes
profitable. What a curse such a position is
to the community! Surely it is possible for
Governments to orgauise so that such a posi-
tion can be avoided- If things are allowed to
drift and the position becomes more acute,
our people will be brought to the same pass
as the people of other Countries, where dis-
order has been rampant and even revolutions
have occurred as the result of the degrada-
tion of the workers. In Italliy and Germany
dictatorships have come about because of the
inherent rottenness of the existing system.
The people were subjugated, they could not
get the right to live. The same state of
thinis obtained in South American Repub-
lics. The Russian situation, too, is due to
the fact that those formerly in power sub-
jugated the people. As a consequence the
Russian Government was overthrown. I am
not suggesting- that in Australia the con-
stitutional pos itioni is such that that would
be attempted. The Premier has said that
people out of work will be assisted, but he
cannot say' for bow long. What will happen
when sustenance can no longer be made
na-ailable? If people see their children
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starving owing to lack of sufficient nourish-
ment, they wilt be forced to do things that
they are not even thinking of at present.
The problem of unemployment is the most
important to which the Legislature can
address itself. The Attorney General has
raised the bogey that the question cannot be
treated except from A non-party stand-
point. I say the question has to be treated
on its merits. It matters not whether Mr.
Collier and Mr. 'Munsie asociate themselves
with the Government. In such a ease I might
lean to Mr. Latham and some other member
might support Mr. Collier, and the House
would be back in the present position. The
line of cleavage is too sharp. The govern-
ing consideration is what one holds to be in
the best interests of the people to whom one
belongs. I have been a worker all my life,
and] bave known what it is to he out of
wTork. In 1921 1 was walking about for nine
months; with nothing to do, although I have
a tr-ade; and the same thing, applies to many
who are -workies to-day. In the Railway
Department since July last about 750 men
have been discharged. Some of the best
mechanics in the land have been thrown on
the streets because there is no employment
to be found for them. The engineering es-
tablishments of this country are practically
dormant, and mechanics cannot apply their
labour anywhere. It is a rotten position in
which the State finds itself. The Govern-
ment should see, as far as they can, that the
people are not allowed to go hungry. Alle-
viation should be given to those in diffienit
circumstances. In my opinion, the position
points to the necessity for making credits
available for the development of industry.
In the Labour Caucus there has been a
strenuous fight on the question of increasing
the currency so as to create employment. it
has been proposed that £C20,000,000 of credit
be made available. The proposition is nowv
being discussed. If in 1913, before the war,
it had been suggested that during the next
four years over £400,000,000 would he raised
in Australia for -war purposes, the bankers
and economists would have declared that such
a suggestion was insane. But actually
during that period £400,000,000 wvas made
available for the purposes of destruction.
In the present crisis, however, no attempt is
made to treat the position from the aspect of
national emergency. The position is such
that the Government will be forced to take
action to prevent the people from starving,

No fewer thaii 500,000 people are unem-
ployed in Australia despite the fact that our
production has never been greater, nor have
food supplies ever been in greater abund-
ance. It is a matter that merely reqmres

oganlisation. The marketing. position at
the moment is luch that the producers are
not able to get any adequate return for the
gods they produce. There aretoo he

points I wish to deal with regarding matters
that have arisen in my electorate. I shall
deal with the unemployment camp at Black-
boy quite apart from party politics. lin my
opinion, the establishment of that camp as-
sured unfortunate men who are out of work
better food and better treatment than could
possibly be provided under the old system
oIf soul) kitchens and open air sleeping.
Under the conditions that prevailed., especi-
ally in the winter months, the necessity to
bleep out endangered their health and, of
course, the provision for feeding the men at
the camip was a grTeat advance on w-hat they
had been accustomed to formerly. A few
complaints have been lodged against the
camp methods. I did not visit the camp
until some of the unemployed wrote inviting
me to discuss matters with their welfare com-
mittee. I have visited the camp on two or
three occasions, on each of which L mnet re-
presentatives from the huts and chatted over
matters with them. On the first occasion
the member for Guildford-Mlidland (Ho]].
W. D). Johnson) was with me, and- the men
submitted a few matters that they desired to
hare rectified. In turn those matters wer0
submitted to the Minister and he later visited
the camp and discussed the various points
with the members of the committee. We
were able to get a number of matters at-
tended to satisfactorily. After a lapse of a
couple of monthis the men again wrote to
me and a few days later I went to time camp
and asked the committee what the trouble
was. They told me that there were somne other
matters; that requirid rectification and that
they desired to discuss them with the Min-
ister. I suggested that they should select
four or five representatives to discuss their
problems and later on I went to the camp.
Peninission was secured to use one of the
room;, where 25 or 26 men attended to deal
with the position. During the course of
the discussion, they were very reasonable,
and while some of the difficulties the-y raised
wvere fixed up, it was not possible to give
effect to all that was de~-ired. The camp
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commandant, Mr. Pilkington, was present
during- part of the proceedings. Subse-
quently I made representations to the -Mini-
ister on the men's behalf. That was a fort-
night age, but I have not heard from him
sice. In the meantime, I have been told
by some of the men in camp that when I
went there to discuss matters with them, I
was to be thrown out. I take exceptiou to
that sort of thing.

The Minister for Railways: Who said
you would be thrown out?

Mr. HEGNEY: The members of the wel-
fare committee.

The Minister -for Railways: They have
been thrown out since.

'Mr. HEG-NEY: The reason, they sug-
gested, that I was to be thrown out of camp
was because I sought to make political
capital out of the situation. There is no
truth in that at all; I have had no such in-
tention. The men were quite justified in
asking me to go there, and as member for
the district I was entitled to (10 so. The
chairman of the committee, Mr. Hart, was
one of the men who was ejected from the
camp. It was suggested that political
speeches were made in connection with mat-
ters at Blackboy. I told the men to confine
their requests to half a dozen it most and
to select what they regarded as the most
urgent for early attention. One of their re-
quests was to increase the payment from
11/2 days to two days. The object of getting
the extra pay for the additional half-day
was to enable them to buy clothes and to
have a few extra shillings with which tq en-
joy themselves during the Christmas season.
Another matter was in connection with the
credits available. At the present time, credit
is given to the extent of 15s,, and the men
pay that back at the rate of 3s. out of the
5s. they are paid each week. They can bor-
row 10s. and repay it at the rate of 2s. 6d.
per week. The purpose of that is to get
clothes. I submitted a statement to the iUin-
ister in which I urged him to increase the
credit to £1, repayable at the rate of 2s. 6d.
per week. It was suggested that the repay-
ment should he at the rate of 3s. but if that
had been enforced, the men would have bad
nothing at all after buying their tobacco and
one or two other sundries. Another pro-
posal dealt with the kitchen. I am con-
v-inced that better arrangements could ob-
tain there, and if the "Minister investigated
the matter, I am sure an improvement would

follow. On my way home in my car, I have
given many of the men at Blackhoy a lift
along the road. They did not know who I
was and I Wook the opportunity to inquire
from them regarding various phases of the
camp life. Seone told me the food was all
right, while others said they got too much
of onle class of food. They also told me that
the meat was often contaminated. They had
sent back some of the meat to the kitchen,
but it had been returned to them subse-
quently. That meat, they said, was fly-
blown. The summer is approaching when
Ihe fly difficulty will be accentuated, and if
something is not done to relieve the position,
there will be ground for further complaints.
I believe the position at the cook house could
be considerably improved. At least three
members of the welfare committee were ex-
pelled from the camp and most of the others
walked out The cook house job is, a pretty
hot one, and some of the men were anxious
to get out of it and go back on to
sustenance, and so they wvere making it
difficult for the men in the camp, just
in order to raise a protest. That is how the
proposal was put up to me. Also the men
seemed to think that efforts should have been
made to raise the beds off the ground. Some
of these suggestions might well be attended
to. As for the welfare committee, on the
one or two occasions I was up there visiting
there was nothing of a revolutionary char-
acter mentioned. They put up certain pro-
posals, but that was all. If I were located
in the camp I would certainly support a
welfare committee. I hope the Mfinister will
deal with these questions. As to increasing
the amount of credit available, I think that
is the one problem that can be solved. But
the general problem is of very grave import-
ance, end I hope the Oovernment instead of
proroguing Parliament and going into re-
cess will do what they can to solve the prob-
lem. I cannot see that the mere putting off
of men is going to alleviate the position.

THE MMfSTER FOR LANDS (Hop..
C. G. Latham-York) [11.32): .1 would not
have spoken but for the member for Guild-
ford-Midland bringing me into the debate.
If the unemployed think they are gving to
get. anything from the discussion that has
taken place they will be keenly disap-
nointerI, because the solution of the diffi-
culty is not in the hands of the people of
this State. If it were, we would be imme-
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diately inundated with unemployed from
other parts of Australia. The unemploy-
ment problem we have is not easy of solu-
tion, for, as the Leader of the Opposition
said, unemployment is world-wide. It is
not that there is no work in Australia; it
is merely a question of getting the money.
If it were possible to raise the money we
would be only too glad to raise it and so
see the end of the unemployment problem.
There is plenty of useful work to be done,
hut no money with which to pay for it.
Nobody would be better pleased to see
Blackboy Camp disbanded than would the
Minister be. I have watched legislation
introduced during the present session with
a niew to bringing about , better distribu-
tion of the money available for the benefit
of the unemployed, and I have been sur-
prised at the opposition put up to it by
members of the Labour Party. It is of no
use the member for Kanowna decrying yel-
low gold, for yellow gold counts to-day.

Ron. T2. Walker: Because of the old
economic superstition that the true wealth
is our gold.

The Minister for Railways:- We have to
pay for everything, either in gold or in
goods.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I Rhouki
not like to adopt the theory cherished by
some of the unemployed-thank goodness,
most of them are sensible mnen-that we
should raise money by a loan issue in this
State. It is impossible, because we have
not the security.

Hon. T. Walker interjected.
The M.TNISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.

member is aware that a little while ago
this 'House -ratified an agreement nder
which the State handed over its wealth to
the Commonwealth.

Eon. P. Collier: What aereement was
that?

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Financial Agreement. The Leader Of the
Opposition knows that o'lr Treasurer could
only sign bonds on behalf of the Common-
wealth Government-and they are in the
same hopeless position as we are. They
are trying to raise £C28,000,000 to meet
debts falling due, and on top of that they
have to find £23,000,000 for London. The
member for Guildford-Midland referred to
my attitude on the subject of a fixed price
for wheat. I -went to Canberra to try to
get 4-9. per bushel for the farmers.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: You didn't say
that at Bruce Rock.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There I
was merely a private individual. This
State would have to find half that money,
which would mean 2 / millions. If we
could raise 2 ]nillions, not only would we
solve the problims of the wheatgrowers,
but we would solve the problem of unem-
ployment also.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Common-
wealth Bank guaranteed a bonus.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Commonwealth Bank could not guarantee a
bonus. That statement is not true. At that
tinme, Mr. Theodore was Treasurer of Aus-
tralia, and he definitely told us he could
provide no solution unless the Common-
wealth Bank would furnish the money for
Lis. The Commonwealth Bank could no
more furnish it then than it could to-day.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Money for the
wheat marketing pool was guaranteed by
the Commonwealth Bank.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Would
the Commonwealth give the State 2V2 mil-
lions when -wheat was being sold at half
the price? I listened to the hon. member
when be was making a speech to the farm-
ers. He said we should not grow any
more wheat until we got the price up to a
certain point. Will that solve the unemn-
ployment problem?

Mr. Sleeman: What didi the farmers say
about it? Did they care?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I wanted
to know whether he connected himself with
their views. They were anxious to abolish
the Arbitration Court and the Workers'
Compensation Act. He has to associate
himself with that now, so far as I am con-
cerned. The lion. member cannot choose
what he desires.

Miir. Wilicock: Do you hold those views?
The MTINTSTER FOR LANDS: I do not,

but the member for Guildford-Mfidland is
associating hims3elf with people who do, and
has convened a meeting to be held early in
January. When that meeting is held, it
wvill be very interesting to see whether
similar motions are again carried.

'Mr. Sleeman: Do you know that they
repudiated that statement of yours?

The INISTER FOR LANDS: I1 am
sorry that there is any necessity for this
motion.

,%r. Willeock: So are all of us.

CASSEALBLY.]
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The MINISTER FOR LAN~DS: I much
appreciate the manner in which the Leader
of the Opposition 'submitted the motion.
Hie is well aware of the difficulties. There
was no need to move a motion in order to
impress upon the Government the gravity
of the situation and the necessity for help-
ing the unemployed. Any money that is
available or that we can make available to
ease the lot of the people out of employ-
mient will be provided.

Hon. 'W. D. Johnson: Get busy and or-
ganise food supplies. That is the only
way.

The M1INfSTER FOR LANDS: Food
Supplies! Wheat is cheaper than it has
ever been since I have lived in Australia
and that is a -good many years; meat is
cheaper than I have known it to be for
25 years, vegetables are cheaper than I
have ever known them to be. I do not
think it is a question of food so much
as of other necessaries of life.

Rion. W. D. Johnson: It is food they are
worrying about.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Speak-
ig personally, and not on bohaif of the

Government, I am of the opinion that
bread could be supplied more cheaply than
the price for which it can be obtained from
the shops or delivered. I want the House
to realise there are problems we are facing
that I for one do not wish to see brought
within the realm of party politics. I refer
to the position of the primary producer and
the difficulties confronting people who arc
out of work. If the solving of the problem
necessitates my withdrawing from the Gov-
ernment, I, like my colleague the Chief Sec-
retary, wvill he only too pleased to do so.
I shall feel that the personal sacrifice was
made in a very worthy cause. When con-
fronted with such a serious problem as un-
employment has become we should he able
to get together and speak heart to heart.
We ought to close the Parliamentary gal-
leries and excl ude the public. We ought
to exclude the Press. We ought to discuss
the matter in a logical manner and refrain
from playing to the gallery, to the "West
Australian" or to any other newspaper.

Mr. Sleeinan: You have never made a
move in that direction.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member may have an opportunity to sup-
port such a move before long. The position
is not improving; rather is it growing worse.
If the public and the Press were excluded

from the gallery we might be able to get
the best out of members for the good of
those people we are desirous of helping.

MR. McCALLUM (SouthL Fremantle)
[11.44]: 1 am sure the Leader of the
Opposition must feel very pleased. It is
no new thing for him to treat this issue as
a nion-party one. He adopted that attitude
throughout the years when he was Leader
of the Government; he did it right through
the elections and lie has been consistent in
his views, hut this is the first occasion on
which I have knowvn him to gain at few con-
verts. For a long time hie has been reiter-
ating that unemployment should be a non-
party question, but until to-night he has
dlone it without much result. That this issue
is a serious one cannot lie denied and that
unemployment is growing worse, as the Min-
ister for Lands stated, is evidenced by thme
figures. In January last it cost the Govern-
muent £2,000 for sustenance, and during the
last few mionths the cost lis been £40,000
at month. This discussion should be produc-
tive of good, and I think it should be fol-
lowed by other discussions of the kind. I
am Sure the time we have devoted to consid-
citing the subject has bee,, more profitably
spent than the time we have given in the
last few weeks to discussing the very trivial
matters that have been placed before us.
No more important matter than this one
couldl be discussed, and it would have been
well had we devoted more of our dine this
session to its consideration. The Chief Sec-
retary agreed that the immediate necessity
was money, bitt that until a solution of the
problem was found, some palliative would
have to be adopted ; otherwise if the ti-
employed had to wait until a solution was
found, with the nnmbers growing as they
have been during the last three months,
there would be serious trouble. My object
in speaking is to make the point that in my
judgment money can be found. I do not
wish to make that statement without show-
ilig where I believe it could be found. I am
not one who subscribes to a policy of uin-
restricted inflation; the trouble of the miom-
ent is not a fear of inflation but the delib-
erate deflation that has% taken place. If we
could revert to the position tlii' country'
occupied a few years ago, wve would lie re-
lieved of much of the difficulty that now
confronts us. The figures show that in 1925
Australia had £65,140,000 of notes in cir-
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eulation, while this year the value of notes
in circulation is only £44,914,000. That is
to say, the .notes at present in circulation in
Australia total £11,000,000 less than five
Years ago. Taking the note issue to popu-
lation, in 1925 it was £9.2 whereas to-day
it is only £6.9 per head of the population.
Thus the note issue has decreased by 3O
per cent, per bead of the population. It is
no advocacy of inflation to argue that the
country could at least afford to revert to
the position we occupied five years ago.
Those figures illustrate the deflation that has
taken place. It might he merely a coin-
cidence, but it is nevertheless a fact that in
192-5 unemployment in Australia totalled
8.8 per cent., whereas to-day it is 20 per
cent, of the population. If we could get
back to the position we occupied five years
ago, it would mean that another £30,000,000
would be in circulation. I understand the
object of the Commonwealth Government's
conference with the directors of the Com-
monwealth Hank is to cheek deflation and
get back to the position of five years ago.
It is all a question of deflation and I coil-
Sider it entirely wrong that the note issue,
which has the backing not of the Com-
monwealth Bank, bitt of the nation,
should have been so decreased. The credit
of the people of this country is at stake.
To hand the control over to a board, which
can defy the Government and the nation, act
as it likes, and deflate the currency in keep-
ing with the desires of those who have pri-
vate interests of their own to serve apart
from the interests of the nation, is absolutely
wrong. It is the nation, through the Gov-
eranment, that should be in control of the
situation. The Government committed a
grave error when it handed the control over
to individuals. When the Premier goes to
conferences in the other States he would do
w-ell to stand behind the Commonwealth
Government in their request that this defla-
tion should be stopped, to the end that we
might revert to the period when it was right
that we had a note issue equal to £9 2s. per
head of the population. There is every
reason why we should have at least that
amount of note issue now.

Mr. Angelo: Do you know what the differ-
ence in the gold reserve is?

Mr. MeCALLUM: It has to he about 40
pet' cent, of the note issue. That which
matters is the amount of currency issued to
the public. Is there any reason why our

currency should be restricted to the extent
of £30,000,000 in five years, when theme is the
credit of the nation behind it just as was
the case five years ago?' All through the
wvar, when we were fighting for our exist-
ence, and the whole of the assets of the coun-
try were possibly in danger of being taken
by enemy nations, there was no argument
against the note issue being in the hands of
the Commonwealth. The Government con-
trolled the position then, and they can do so
now. All through these trying periods, when
the assets of the nation were at stake, and
the note issue was under Government con-
trol, there was no more inflation than was
safe. And yet the nation came through as
well as any other that was engaged in the
war. Now, in other trying times, all Gov-
ernments are looking for credit, and yet this
is a time when the note issue, behind which
the credit of the nation stands, is being re-
stricted to the tune of £30,000,000 compared
with the position five years ago. If there is
a time when we can afford to inflate rather
than deflate, it is now. I hope the Premier
will stand behind the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in their request. It is not a ques-
tion of asking the Commonwealth Bank to
be a party to any inflation, merely to put a
stop, to the deflation. If it is agreed that
the figures of five years ago shall be reverted
to, the commerce of Australia will have
another £30,000,000 in circulation, and a
tremendous advance will be made towards a
settlement of the unemployment issue and
the general relief of the position.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Scaddan-Maylands) [11.55]: 1
join with other members who have spoken
from this side of the House in compliment-
ing the Leader of the Opposition upon his
speech in moving this motion. He might
easily have made a good deal of capital
from the party point of view out of the
situation, but he refrained from taking ad-
vantage of the opportunity. This served to
bring io my mind the fact that for six years
or so, whilst n humble citizen of the State,
I saw imany posters inviting the people to
"Keep) Collier Premier." I could never
fathomn the reason why this request was
made so prominent. I am now satisfied that
the reason for it was that in the ranks of
Labour there was a fear that someone with
less judgment than the Leader of the Oppo-
sition might become leader of the party, and
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it was hoped that by the force of public
opinion they might retain the services of one
who had some judgment, and couldI use it
in the right manner,. rather than that they
should have a leader who would use his posi-
tion at every opportunity to serve his party,
whether it was in the best interests of the
State or not, Actually, it 'was necessary to
urge the people to "Keep Collier Premier"
so that "Johnson might not become Pre-
mier." If the public could get. ant idea of
the utterances of different members, they
would see that parties themselves can have
serious differences of opinion on matters of
State. With respect to the remarks of the
Attorney General, there does not appear to
be such a great difference of opinion on the
question he referred to, or upon other ques-
lions between that side of the House and this,
as there appears to be between the Opposi-
tion benches in front of me and the cross
Opposition benches. The question of unem-
ployment did not arise overnight. To be-
labour each other from now until sunrise as
to the causes of unemployment will not help
us to meet the situation or solve thc prob-
1cm, I agree it is necessary and wvise that
we should disceuss any matter of importance
affecting any section of the entire commun-
ity f rom time to time, but it is no use blink-
ingv the fact that the solution of the unem-
ployment difficulties in this State does not
rest with the Government or with this Par-
liament. True, we have something to do
with the matter, but it is one that affects
Australia as a whole. No one party can
solve it of itself. In different parts of Aus-
tralia we have dilferent Governments in
power. In Queenslaind, we have a Nation-
alist Government with no second Chamber.

The Minister for Agriculture: A coalition
Government.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is no great difference between the
patties in office there. In New South Wales
there is a Labour Government who have just
come into office on the strength of promises
they will find it difficult to keep. In Vic-
toria there is a Labour Government, in Tas-
mania a Government of Nationalists, in
South Australia a Labour Government, and
in Western Australia a coalition Govern-
mecnt made up of representatives of the
Nationalists and the Country Party. The
solution of the problem of unemployment
does not rest with any one of those States,
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no matter what political party holds the
reins of office. When picking u p the "West
Australian" this morning I was interested to
notice in its columns remarks suade by the
member for Mt. Hawthorn (M1r. Mfilling-
ton). I congratulate him on the attitude he
adopted on the question. He said he de-
clined to make unemployment a political
question, one out of which his party might
obtain sonic political advantage.

Mr. iMillington: That was because it was
being made one in my electorate.

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is most unwise that it should be made a
patty question.

Mr. Millington: I think so too.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The

question is far too serious to warrant any-
one trying to make political capital out of
it in any part of the State. I may fall short
in many direction, but, like other members
of this Parliament, I am earnest in my pro -
per appreciation of the position. I hope,
from a natural rea lisation of those occur-
reaces which arise from a great volume of
unemployment, to do my best for those who
are up against things to the extent that so
manmy people are in Western Australia. But,
after all, I am in exactly the samne position
as many others who are trying to solve the
problem. I am confronted by demands of
every description. On the face of them,
some of these appear quite simple. For
example, the member for Middle Swan (Mr.
Hegney) suggested a number of things that
might be done for everybody; and the mem-
her for Victoria Park (Mr. Raphael) sug-
gested a number of things that might be
done for married men unemployed in the
metropolitan area. But if I am asked to do
something that will cost £5 and I have only
£2 to do it with, there is no use in pressing
the matter any further. And that;' unfor-
tuvaitely, is the position with regard to un-
employment iii Western Australia to-day.
Actually, no other Government in Austra-
lia, whether Labour, Nationalist, or coali-
tion, is now doing so much to render assist-
ance to the unemployed as is being done by
the Government of this State. 1 shall not
pursue the matter on party lines, hut I am
bound to state what the piresent Government
have attempted and, I believe1 have achieved,
in order to prevent the misunderstandings
that might arise out of the utterances of
somle hon. members. I would hate to imitate

2347



lIASSEMIBLY.]

the attitude of the member for Victoria Park,
but I cannot allow one of his statements
to pass without comment. The bon. mem-
ber referred to the Lord Mayots fund, and
left the impression that the present Govern-
rntnt have actually seized upon the moneys
contributed to that fund by the public, and
paid them into Consolidated Revenue in
order to help to balance the Budget. As
a matter of fact, although the member for
Rannans (Mr. 'Munsie) has denied it in this
Chamber, the Lord Mayor's fund was estab-
lished by our predecessors. The conditions
under which that fund was initiated and
the methods by whicah it has been adminis-
tered existed before the present Government
took office; and there has been no change
whatever in that respect.

Mr. Kenneally: The methods were not
inaugurated by the previous Government at
all. They wvere inaugurated by the Lord
Mayor.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWVAYS: I
do not wish to pursue the matter any fur-
then. The hon. member interjecting knows
nothing about it.

MUr. Kenneally: I was there at the inaugu-
ration, and I remained.

The MI1NISTER FOR RAILAYS: Was
not a Government officer thereI

MrT. Kenneally: Everyone was invited
who was prepared to assist.

The MNINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I1
shall not pursue the subject. In reply to
the member for Victoria Park I say again
that the Lord Mayor's fund was estab-
lished before the present Government took
office, and that not one penny subscribed
by the public to that fund has been used
fo other purposes than those which ob-
tained before the present Government took
office. To suggest that the present Govern-
ment took the money contributed by the
public to that fund and paid it into Con-
solidated Revenue is entirely wrong. The
money has been used for the relief of the
unemployed. When the present Govern-
mnent took office, the unemployed single
man-I want the member for Fremantle
(M3r. Sleeman) to hear this-was getting
one meal a day and no bed. To-day un-
employed single men are receiving two
meals a day and a bed-

Mr. Sleeman: What are the Government
doing in Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member is looking after the Freman-
tie unemployed pretty wvell.

Mr. Raphael: It is being done by volun-
tary subscriptions, and not by funds ob-
tained from the Government.

The MINISTER FOR RAITLWAYS: The
member for Vitctoria Park again is full of
wisdom.

M1r. Sleeman: Are you going to do the
samne in Fremantle as in Perth when the
Fremantle funds are cut outl

The MINISTER FOR RAMIYS: I
shall not take that fence before .1 get to
it. The Government have done their part
as well as they have been able to do it,
notwithstanding all that has been stated by
my friend who represents Freman tle at
the moment. A good deal has been said
about the scheme which the Government
put into operation to enable local govern-
ing bodies to render some assistance to the
unemployed. It is not fair to suggest that
the (lovernment have compelled the local
governing bodies to do anything. As an
actual fact, a conference was called of local
governing bodies and of relief committees
receiving subscriptions from the public.
The conference met in the council chamber
of the City of Perth, the Lord Mayor pre-
siding.

MNr. Ken neally: Be careful! I was there,
too0.

The MNINISTER1 FOR RAILWAYS: I
know the whole story. The member for
East Perth (MAr. Kenneally) lit out as soon
as he got the chance. At that conference
an executive committee was formed. The
members oE that committee were asked to
consider a report submitted at a subse-
quent meeting with a view to the rendering
of some assistance to the Government in
dealing with the unemployed. The report
suggested, briefly, that the Government, in-
stead of paying something in the nature of
a dole for sustenance, should contribute
the money to the local governing bodies,
that the local governing bodies should sup-
plement the amount to any extent they
could, that the relief funds should further
supplement it, and, finally, that the un-
employed should do work equivalent to the
amounts received by them. The desire was
to meet the objection of the great body of
men -who were not amongst the regular un-
employed, men who had lost their work be-
cause of conditions in the timber industry,
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the pastoral industry, and the building
trades; men who had never before looked
to the Government for assistance or even
applied to the Labor Bureau. They desired
sufficient work to enable them to live, and
they objected to a dole. No local govern-
ing body assisted the Government to the
extent of even a threepenny bit. We paid
sustenance throutgh the local governing
bodies in respect of every muan employed,
and the amount contributed by us was
used by the local governing bodies. Those
bodies supplemented the amount slightly,
aind the relief committees did likewise. The
final result was that the local governing
bodies obtained a, return of 100 per cent.
of the money they spent, the Government
not receivin"1 any return. Therefore to sug-
gest, as has been suggested, that the
fl-overnmcint used the local governing
bodies to relieve them of some expenditure
or obligation or responsibility, is to sug-
geswhtinotre The Government
might easily hare said, "For the susten-
ance that -we -will provide, we shall require
a return. " But we did not say it. We
recognised that the local governing bodies
represented the people just as we did. in
exactly the same Way as Western Austra,-
lia. is part of the Commoweatlh, the rate-
payers are part of Western Australia,
irrespective of the local governing body
under which they may be. If the Govern-
niont had said to the unemployed, "Here
is money subscribed by the taxpayers; in
return for it you can go and do some work
for John Brown on his private property,''
there *would have been objection, and
rightly so. Therefore the plan was adopted
of providing Work through the local gov-
erning bodies. Some people have said, "If
you could do that through the local govern-
ing bodies, why could you not put the men
on Government work ?" The answer is
simple. The Government, in that ease,
Would have had to find not only sustenance
but an additional amount, since no man
can work on mere Government sustenance.
That is the point. To work, a man must
have something extra. In the early stages
of the scheme I had request after request
from the local governing bodies to be al-
lowed to put the men to work mercly for
the Government sustenance. 'My reply was
that that was not a fair proposition when
the sustenance was on the basis of enabling
a man who was idle to keep body and soul
together. To ask a man to go out and work

for the same amount would not have been
fair, I said that I would not tolerate such
a scheme unless the local governing bodies
found some additional funds. Now, how-
ever, local governing bodies find themn-
selves in the same position as the
Uovernnment. Their revenues arc shrinking
just as our revenue is shrinking. Sooner or
later the position must be faced from some
other angle. We must realise that we are
reaching a point at which the local govern-
ing bodies will be unable to carry on much
further. They are finding themselves in the
same position as the Government. The fact
remains, howvever, that because of this
scheme, the married men have received
over £16,000 more than would hare been
possible without some such arrangemient.
U1 they do not get another penny so long
ah the unemployment trouble continues, it
Caa at least be said that they received the
beneft of that additional money. I do not
wish to pursue the matter further except
to say that on this particular question I
want, not only the sympathy, but the sup-
port of each and every hon. membher.

Mr. Sleeman: We will give you that.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- It

does not matter which Government hap-
pened to be in office, the same problem
would have to be solved. In the State and
Federal arenas and, in various parts of the
world as well, there are Governments rep-
resenting different political factions. The
same problem ronfronts each Administra-
tion. In this State, I ask the support of
all members on this one question at any
rate, ir-respective of what we may receive
at their hands on other matters we place
before them. 'We want sympathy and sup-
port, not the waving of flags and heroics
merely because there happen to be a few
representatives of the unemployed in the
galleries.

Mr. Kenneally: You are doing some of
that now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: All
that I ask is that hon. members shall
take seriously this one problem, above all
others. Rather than indulge in heroics for
the purpose of creating an impression on
those in the gallery, let them tell the peo-
ple the true position. Let them shiow a wil-
lingness to assist in the solution of the
problem- As the member for Fremantle
(M.Nr. Sleetnan) knows, many of the men
at Blaclrboy arc just as good as
any to be found outside the camp.
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There are among the unmarried unemployed
men in the metropolitan area just as fine
types as are to be found anywhere through-
out the State. Notwithstanding that, ho-w-
ever, there is here, just as there is elsewhere
throughout thle Commonwealth, a few who
are titSnitely and wilfully setting themselves
out to cause discontent and strife amtongst
the unemployed. Nothing that any Govern-
meat or any Parliament could do would
satisfy those men. Hon. members opposite
know that just as wrell as I do. Would they
suggest that I, or any other man in a posi-
tion of authority, should sit idly by and
permit men of that type to take the law
into their own hands?

Mr. Sleeman: What law?
Thle MINISTER FOR H XLWAYS:

The hon. member knows quite wvell what 1
refer to.

Mr. Sleeinan: 'Municipal by-laws.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It

is not a question of municipal by-law,%, but
of the proper recognition of established au-
thority. The hion. member cannot level any,
charge under this heading against me more
than can be levelled against any other Gov-
ernment, including the Labour Government
that preceded the present Administration.
I have copies of resolutions cai-ried hy
many unions, including the A.W.U. and the
Timber Workers' Uiiion, complaining most
bitterly against the action taken by our pre-
decessors in office in using the services of the
police to enforce law and order.

Mr. Sleeman: And you follow their ex-
ample

Mr. Raphael: 'Why follow in such bad
footsteps?7

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not suggest for one moment that the
Labour Government were wrong in thle atti-
tude they adopted.

Mr. Raphael: But you are.
The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: The

streets belong to the commnunity as a whole,
and no one section has any right to set
aside the by-laws and act in accordance
with its own desires. The member for Fre-
mantle mnade reference to what happened
withi n the last day or twvo. He knows just
as well as I do that it was the simplest thing
in the world to ask permission for a proces-
sion through the streets, and the request
would have been granted.

Mr. Slecinan: Would it'

The MINISTER FOR RAILWVAYS:
The men could have marched to Parliament
House or anywhere else. We have seen them
in front of Parliament House within thle last
few days. Onl the other hland, we cannot
allow a few mnet, to say deliberately that
they will do what they like in defiance of
authority, It is not a question of the de-
lance apparent onl a mninor point, so much
as what it will lead to.

Mr. Sleeman: Arc you not aware that
permission was refused whleni an applica-
tion was made by these men?

The -MINISTEPR. FOR RA'ILWAYS: I
know that permission has been refused on
more than one occasion to permiit deinonstra-
tions in ce---sin streets. That was done by
our predecessors in of-lie, and it has still
to be (loute. I was in the city on one occa-
sion when thle unemployed marched in a
body down Barrack-street and into St.
George's-terracee T hey wanted permission
to march down Barrack-street onl to the Es-
plitade. They were able to get that per-
mission, but thecy were not satisfied and said,
"No, wve will nuireb down Barrack-street and
down Hay-street through thle heart of the
traffic." For what reason? To what end?
The intention of the leadet-s of the unein-
ployed at that time was not to bring under
the notice of the public some grievance that
they had, but was merely for the purpose
of doing what they chose to do, irrespective
,of established authority. It is not the ser--
iousness -of ny particular action taken by
these individuals that counts. The troubl-e
arises because of the possibility of what will
happen if we allow these occurrences to go
unchecked.

Mr. Sleemnan: Possibly the police may
bave had something to do with it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have heard thint -story too. It does iiot arise.
I dto not suppose I am more per-fect than
any other member here. I am not nervous
when I see a policeman.

Mr. Raphael: You are so big.
Thle MINISTER FORl RAILWAYS:

Only men who set themselves out to coin-
mit breaches of the law are frightened of
thle lpolice.

Mr. 'McCallum: Perhap,; you are more
accustomed to them.

Thle MIINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
mnar be on friendly ternis with them, but I
certainly do not have to avoid themn. The
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point I want to make is that the position
regarding unemployment is serious enough
without inflaming a few individuals or, if
hon. members like, many individuals, by in-
dulging in heroics and flag-waving.

Mr. Sleeman: Is not that what you are
doing?

The M1INiSTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
bon. member knows the position quite well.
Refereace was made during the debate to
three mnen having been turned out of Black-
boy because they were causing- trouble and
strife. All the time they we re endeavouring
to create discontent. Hon. members can
judge what the position was when I say that
when those thr~e men were ejected, 13
others of the thousand men at the camp fol-
lowed them out. Those individuals caine to
Perth and have been making a lot of noise.
They are the men who, in conjunction with
a few others, have been saying, "Come on,
boys! Notwithstanding what they may say,
let us march to Parliament House and tell
these wags what we think of them." It does
not miatter to men of that type what they
do, but they must be made to realise that a
duty devolves upon us to at least see that
the laws of the country, passed by the free
will of the people, are given effect to and
airc observed by them. That is the point.
All the demonstrations in the world will not
help them in the slighest degree. No one
was -more anxious than the present Leader
of the Opposition when he was Premier to
do everything possible to relieve the unem-
ployment difficulty.

Mr, Kenneally: Your leader did not say
so. Why this new-found faith?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
do not care what the memiber for East Perth
(Air. Kenneally) thinks; what I do care
about is the diffiulty umnd trouble that con-
front us now. What has happened in the
past will not help. I ask those members
generally, and especially those few who may
not feel inclined to do so, to take a leaf out
of the book of the Leader of the Opposition
and also out of that of the member for
-Mount Hawthorn (Mr. .Millington) and on
this question at any rate, to leave party con-
siderations on one side. Let theta help us
solve the problem that means so much to the
well-being of the conununity as a whole.
That problem will not he solved easily, but
it will be solved more quickily and perman-
ently if they do so.

MRt. KENWEALLY (East. Perth [12.18]:-
We have listened to a forceful, lucid disser-
tation from the Minister for Railways on
the necessity for dealing with the unemploy-
mauLt problem on a non-party basis. Dur-
ing the course of his speech, I found occa-
sion to interject to the effect that it was a
new-found faith for him to propound. That
applied also to other mnemibers on the Cov-
ernment side of the House. When present
Ministerialists were in opposition, the ques-
tion of unemployment was made a party
question. It was that on which mnembers.
opposite sought to helabour the Collier Gov-
ernment on the hustings. They stressed the
point that the Labour Government of the
(lay had not solved the unemployment diffi-
culty. They undertook to do so themselves
if elected, but they have not done so. The
unemiployment difficulty has not developed in
at rapid manner, and the definite undertaking
of the present Government members was
they would solve it if returned to power.
'Now Wye have them saying it should never
be treated as a party matter. They used it
for jumping into power, and having done
that they discover they cannot do the job
they undertook, and now they ask that it be
treated as a non-party matter. I want to
show what the Premier said. This is his
message to the people in a non-party spirit.
Here is a document headed, "Sir James
Mitchell's message to the people." It reads
as follows:-

Uoeemployment has not overtakent us in a
night. it has been growin~g, year by year and
the (oilier Government has been and still is
bankrupt of ideas as to how to deal with it.
The greatest waste of all is that occasioned
hr ic out of work, for they arc coinsuners
ofL wealth without ereatiag an equivalent
asset. [f returned to power, I have promised
to findl work for everybody in the State. This
is no extravagant st 'atemnent. Wh'lat I have
03ndertaken to do, T hunow 1. can dio. I have
had three terms of office, one of themu as
Premier for five years. On each of the three
occasions mny party were returned to clean up
the muddles caused by* Labour Governments,
and wecrc invariably succvessful. But ic'ver
before has the State reached the shocking
plight to which the last six Years of Labour
miismianagemnent has redueed it.

The people accepted the idea. This is purely
a nion-party document, issued during the
elections. It had the result, that the hoin.
member went into power. So it is up to the
Premier to carry out his promises, instead
of which he says this problem of uinemploy-
meat should be approached in a non-party
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spirit. I have heard the Premier make ob-
servations very different from that. Wher-
ever the par'ty' spirit has been brought into
the question of unemployment, it was not
led by this party but by members of the
present Government when in Opposition,
'Ind it was introduced for Party purposes
and its object was. achieved. The Premier
and his Ministers are charged with the
responsibility of giving effect to the promises
he made at the elections.

Mr. H. W. 'Mann: Do you think you could
do it any better?

Mr. KEM{TEALLY: If I could not do it
any better, at all events there would be no
need to ask the member for Perth to try ,
because there would be no chance of his
being successful. The proposals of the Gov-
emnient to provide part work for some of
the people should not appeal to the comn-
niunity. Do we think to work a married
mnin With six or eight children, to send him
to Waroona on drainage work and pay him
only £3 a week to keep his wife and children
-do the Government think this country has
come down to that? This rationing system
is not to the benefit of the people. The Gov-
ernment, when in Upposition, undertook that
if returned they would find work for all.

The 'Minister for Lands: We can find the
work, but not the money.

Mr. KENXIEALLY: Because the previous
Giovernment could not find either the money
or the work we are told in this pamphlet
that it. was the greatest muddling Govern-
muat ever in office. 'Now the present Gov-
ernuient desire that unemployment shall be
dealt with iii a non-party spirit. That is
because they undertook to do certain things,
and hagve fadled to carry out that under-
taking. Having ousted the previous fov-
erinnent on the cry of "work for all" they
now want to get ia out of the wet by plead-
ing to have the question dealt with in a
punrcly non-party spirit. The M.inister for
Railways suggested that possibly the reason
why this side adopted the election slogan
"Keep Collier Premier" -was that we wanted
to keep Johnson from being Premier. That
was not so. I happened to be associated
with the slogan "Keep Collier Premier." Its
object was to keep Mitchell out and Scad-
dan out, not to keel) Johnson out. It was
because we knew from past experience what
the present Premier would do if returned
to power that we got that slogan going in
the hope of saying the country from the

muddle into which the present Premier has
already got it.

The Premier: NXonsense!

Mr. KEN'EALLY: Of course the hon.
member's deficit of £:6,OaO,OOO is all mion-
sense. We did not Avant a repetition of thht
disaster. The 'Minister for Railways to-
night pointed out that we eannot expect men
to work for sustenance alone. When the
Greennount deviation was under considera-
tion the first proposal was to nse the unem-
ployed, the sustenance mnen on the lines sug-
gested by the 'Minister, namely, that it was
not righit to ask men to work for sustenance
only. So it was agreed that each man would
he able to earn sustenance and rent and
fares to and from Greenmount and sufficient
money to take hill to the next pay-
day. Then the 'Minister for Railways,
assisted by those on the Government side,
reduced the conditions of those men working
at Greeninount till they were getting
only a few shillings abov'e sustenance.
Yet this is the M1inister who says it is not
enough to keep people in strength and able
to work. When they got a small amount
out of the sustenance, the landlord, know-
ing they were working, wanted some con-
sideratio n. What happened was that men
receiving veiy little more in money than the
equivalent of the sustenance they would
otherwise have got, endeavoured to pay some
of it to the landlord, and thus deprived
wvives and children of some. of the food they
required to keep body and soul together.
The -Minister was particularly severe on
local gove-ning bodies. Uis pet aversion
seemns to hw the City Council. In the Press
and o1 111e platform hie has busied himself
slating the gentleman who recently vacated
the offep or Lord Matyor of Perth. I was
present tit the meeting held to deal With
the aispects f the question be raised. He
said that I attended and slid out, but that
he stayed. If lie looks at the file, he will
find that that statement was incorrect, I
wvas there before he arrived, and I remained
after he left. 'He attended only o'ie meet-
ing whereas I, with others, attended numer-
ous meetings in the hope of being able to
link up the local governing bodies so that
further money might be obtained to help
the unemaployed. It ill-becomes this Minis-
ter, who does not play to the gallery, and
who thinks it wrong to try to influence the
p~eople in the gallery, to make a statement
that he knows to bp absolutely incorrect.
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The Government are not eudeavouring to
improve the lot of the, worker who succeeds
in obtaining a little tentporar employment.
A man with a wife and four children would
be entitled to receive £2 2s. a week. The
Government say, in effect, to the local gov-
erning bodies, "The money that we as a
Government would have to provide as sus-
tenance will be passed over to you, but we
shall not give you one cent. more. You
find1 the, money for the material upon which
the men are to work, and for additional

wages., Is that a fair proposition to put
to the local bodlies? When members now
supporting the Government were sitting in
Opposition, they did not say to the elec-
tors, "If you returi uts to power, we will
make the local governing bodies find the
work and -will pay "he sustenance money to
them:'1 No. They said they would find
work for all, and would rectify the muddling
of which they allegod the Labour Govern-
me-t hud I-Penvaiailty, the worst muddlers
tthe; saMi, who had ever held office. This
is thte soviry p'ight in which the Government
now find thematelves.

The Premnier: Do you collect union fees
from those people?

Mr. KENIS EALLY: The Government are
in a hopeless and helpless plight, and their
latest S.O.S. is, "Please treat this question
in a non-party spirit; please forget that the
documents we issued were not nion-party."

The Premier: Who asked for the non-
party spirit?

Mr. KENNEALLY: Three Ministers, and
I also heard the Premier make an appeal
in that direction. This hi. pu~rely an after-
thought on the part of taose who, on their
own statements, secured the Treasury
benches by surreptitious means. Either
they knew that they could not give effect to
their undertaking, o~r they had no intention
of doing so.

Mr. Willcock: Surely the Premier does
not want to make it a party question.

The Premier: No.

Mr. Willeock: You are not dissociating
yourself from the Mlinisters. who do not -want
to make it a non-party question?

The Premier: No.

Mr. KENY-E.ALLY: There is another
direction in which we are not doing the right
thing by the unemployed. We are undermin-
ing their manhood. Before they are eon-

sidered as applicants for work, they must
apply for sustenance. If a man loses his
work, has a few shillings behind him and
has too much spirit to ask for sustenance,
he cannot he considered for work.

Mr. H. W. M1ann: That has been going
on for six years, and I say it is not right.

M1r. KENKEALLY: It has not been go-
ing on for six years.

Mir. H. W. 'Mann: It has.
Mr. KENNE ALLY:- The hon. member has

made so many mis-statements that he ought
to be careful. On the hustings he could lead
the unemployed and use them for his own
purposes, but he cannot do it here. His ut-
terances in this House are recorded, and
have to be substantiated. A man who does
niot apply for sustenance is not considered
for work. That is an innovation.

[The Deput y Speaker (1Mr. Angelo) took
the Chair.]

Mr. HI. 'W, Mann: It is not.
Mr. KENNEALLY: The bon, member is

not awake. Hie is trying to bolster up the
position of the Government he so dumbly
supports. When we say that a man shall
not he considered as an applicant for work
until he claims Government sustenance, we
are intentionally or unintentionally under-
mining his manhood. Frequently men have
come to me seeking work, men too proud to
ask for sustenance until their last shilling
had gone, but they would not be considered
for work unti they were in poverty-street.
They had first to apply for sustenance.

Mr. H1. W. Mania: Your party did worse.
Unless the unemployed had an A.W.U.
ticket and were financial, they could not get
work.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That statement is as
incorrect as the previous one he mnde, so the
lion. member is quite hopeless. It might be
better for the Government if the hon. menm-
her maintained his usual silence. I do not
approve of the system adopted by the Gov-
ernment. If a man has sufficet Sense Of
decency not to ask the Government for sus-
tenance until he is financially compelled to do
so, he should be honoured. If any work is
offering, he should be considered an appli-
cant, the same as the man who is receiving
sustenance. Otherwise the system will un-
dermine the manhood of the community.
Anyone who has sufficient manliness not to
ask for sustenance while he can possibly
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scrape along should be considered. This
new system has been introduced by the pre-
sent Government.

Mrs. H. W. "Mann: That is not true.
M1r. KENNEALLY: I wish to ask the

Premier what has become of those little men
who ambled their way through the columns
of the "West Australian" shortly after he
took office! In those days, the "West Aus-
tralian" was crowded with a lot of little
men showing where the wealth of the coun-
try lay. It was designed'to prove that if a
man had £1 and spent 2s., he would have
18s. left. Mfembers will recollect the illum-
inating information that was thus conveyed
to the public.

The Premier: It was not intended to ap-
peal to your superior brain.

.%r. KENNEALLY: Apparently not. I
do not think the Premier will have been dis-
appointed in that respect. The position
arose that these little men who ambled their
way through the columns of the "West Aus-
tralian" also had to look for work, but could
not get it. They have a constant job looking
for it. Probably the Premier promised to
find them work, but the only job they have
now is that of looking for work.

The Premier: These people have kept you
in a job for a long time.

M.r. KENNEA.LLY: If they have kept the
one, they have kept the other- Compara-
tively recently, the Federal executive of the
body with which I am associated gave atten-
dion to the unemployed, and issued a state-
ment. showing the method by which it was
possible to deal with it. Tbe burden of the com-
plaint from members opposite is that no
suggestion has beent made from this side to
overcome the difficulty. As the result of in-
terstate conferences amongst members of the
Federal executive, the A.LJ'. put forward a
definite proposition to overcome the diffi-
culty. They said that inflation to the extent
of £20,000,000 should he instituted. This
met with hearty opposition from members
opposite. We were told what a £1 note
would be worth, and that we were following
along the lines of Russia. It was said we
were inviting the same difficulties in cur-
rency that have been experienced by other
Continental countries. To-night the Pre-
mier has shown us he realises that partial
inflation must occur if we are to get over
this crisis.

The Premier: I1 did not say anything
about it.

Mr. RENNEALLY: He said he was
waiting to get word of the result of the nego-
tiations between the Federal Government and
the Commonwealth Bank, and be hoped they
would he successful. These negotiations are
with respect to note inflation. He has there.
fore altered his ideas of the method by which
the difficulty can be overcome. In this crisis
there is no reason why we should not utilise
our credit for relief purposes, and issue
additional notes to overcome the difficulty.
If we keep on saying- the difficulties are in-
surmountable, and make no effort to over-
come them, we shall not get very far. Uin-
fortunately, nothing that conies from t~e
Federal Labour Party is any good.

The Premier: We will ask them for the
cash instead.

M.Nr. KENNEALLY: No doubt the Pre-
mier will take the cash], because the Federal
Government know we miust utilise the credit
of the nation in this time of need, and use
the money in the interests of members of
the community as a whole rather than of
private individuals. The member for Swan
said the trouble arose because of the pro-
tectioist tariff. He was asked what he
though of freetrade in England, where there
are now 3,000,000 persons out of employ-
ment. We are told that the big difficulty in
Australia is the tariff. In England where
they have freetrade or a revenue tariff, un-
employment is rife. The tariff argument
is advanced in Australia because there are
many people here who desire to import the
goods we use rather than have them made
in Australia with consequent employment to
our citizens. I hope the time will not arrive
when we shall adopt a freetrade policy.
The Government are rationing work and are
applying for an extension of the hours of
work for those people they are rationing.
Is that a satisfactory attempt to solve the
unemployment problem?' Ordinarily, mnen
work 44 hours a week, lint if the G11overn-
ment have their way, their hours per week
are to he increased. Tn some cases, instead
of the men working six days a week, they
work only five, and in other cases they are
called upon to stand aside one week in ten.
This week is called "'Mitchell's dreat"
When we tell men they- will get only five
weeks' work out of six, and then apply to
the court to force those who are at work to
work for longer hours for the same money,
it is suggested we are providing a solution
of the difficulty. Every time the number of
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hours worked per person is increased, fur-
ther unemployment is created. The longer
hours mean that there is less work to do for
those who are out of employment. It is late
in the day for the Government to suggest
dealing with the matter from a non-party
point of view. All members opp)osite have
not subscribed to that idea to-night. Docu-
,nents such as those I have produced show
how wre stand. I hope the attitude adopted
by the Government will not be maintained
any longer. Men who are out of work are
entitled to a reasonable working week at
the hands of the Government. As things
are, the Government enable some of them
to receive £3 a week, though they have earned
far more, and expect them to live on that
and keep two homes going. Alternatively,
they allowv these men to take their wives
with them and live in a tent. It is a policy
which should no longer he tolerated. I hope
the Government will get on with the job
as they promised to do, and find work for
all. They claimed that they were going to
put right the muddle which has occurred
during the regime of the labour Govern-
ment, and see that there was a job for every-
one. If they do that, their appeals for con-
sideration from the non-party point of view
will fall upon better ground.

BON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [12.50]:
I ask leave to withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

QUESTION -GOVERNMENT BUILD-
INGS, IMPORTED MATERIAL.

Mr. CORBOY asked the Minister for
Wxorks: 1, Has the use of an imported mate-
rial been specified during recent months in
connection with school br other Government
buildings?9 2, If so, what is the nature of
the material, and the country of origin? 3,
.Is it not a fact that an eminently suitable
material of entirely local manufacture is
available for the purpose? 4, If the ansiver
to No. 3 is in the affirmative, why was the
money available not used to employ our own
people?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes, in connection with three small port-
able country schools. 2, A fibre hoard made
from denatured sugar-cane residue by
hydraulic pressure - manufactured in
U.S.A. and known as "Celotex." 3, No, nor

is an approximately similar material manu-
factured anywhere in Australia. 4, See ans-
wver to Question 3.

QUESTION-BUS ROUTE, CANCELLA-
TION.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: Was motor bus Route 50 canelled
solely because of its interference with Gov-
ernment tramnway earnings?

The MINISTER FOR RAITWAYS
replied: Yes.

QUESTION-RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,
DISMISSALS.

Mr. HE~qEY asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Does he intend to instruct the
Commissioner of Railways to suspend the
notices of dismissal that have been issued
to the workers at the Railway Workshops
until after the Christmas holidays? 2, Will
he informi the House when this policy of
rentrenebment in the Railway Department
is going to ceasel

The MINISTER FOR RAILWA.YS re-
plied: 1, No. In any ease this matter rests
within the discretion of the Commissioner of
Railways. 2, The Commissioner advise-- that
with the last batch of notices given, the
workshops stcff may he regarded as prne-
tically at the minimum required for main-
tenance purposes, hence further retrench-
ment of any magnitude is not likely.

COST Or LIVING-SELECT COX-
MITTEE.

Repair Presented.

Mr. Millington brought up the report or
the select committee.

-Report received and ordered to be print-
ed,' and to be considered at the next sitting
of the House.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Premier, and read a
first time.

BILL-SALARIES TAX.

Report of Conmmittee adopted.
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BILL-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Ilending.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay- .1t. 11lnrshalI) [1-2.55]1: 1
mnove-

That lit* Ili?] be now~ read a third time,

MR. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[12.56]: lin case there is a fingering doubt
in the mnind of anly l10o1, member as to my
attitude, I wish to state that I am opposed
to the third reading of this Bill. In my
opinion it will be a grave error if the mea-
mire is read a third time. Particularly in
view of the discussion which took place
earlier in the sitting, I am positive that the
Bill will intensify the unemployment
problem. Its effect will be to take money
out of the hands of many thousands and
put it into the bands of a very few. It
will take money out of general circulation,
create additional unemployment, and ren-
der additional funds available for possible
expenditure on luxuries and enjoyment. T1
objected to the Bill at the first reading, aad
I object to it at its final stage. It is a
complete mistake, and will Jo grave injus-
tiee to a most deserving section of the comn-
mnunity. It will take money away from the
people just when they are starting to get a
little back. Employees have suffered for
20 years because the cost ofl living has
been against themn. They have been re-
ceiving less than the cost of living figures
showed them to be entitled to receive. That
aspect is silothered up; it is never men-
tioned. Now that the cost of living is com-
ing down, the people affected are denied
the opportunity of obtaining some recom-
pense for the period during which they suf-
fered so much. On that aspect I gave the
Premier some figures when the Bill was in-
troduced. Now I want to point out to him
exactly what the measure means in some
directions. In to-day's "West Australian"
,appears a letter from the Secretary of the
Railway Officers' Union, showing how the
effosta of the Government 're reducing
the wages and the standard of one section
of the community. That has been repeat-
edly denied; the Minister for Laud. agwa
denied it this evening. However, here are
figures showing the effect upon a railway
employee who is working at Meekatharra
onl a salary of £C400. To begin with, if the
Government get their way in the Arbitra-

tion Court, that employee will lose his dis-
trict allowance of £C60. The salaries tax
will take from him £21 8s. 9d. If the
figures given by the Minister for Works as
to the basic wage are correct, the employee
will come down a further £14. He will
have to pay a hospital tax of £2 2s. 10d.
In all he will lose £97 11s. 7d. Just on
£100 will he lose if all the efforts of the
Government are successful. An officeer on
that range will have to sacrifice nearly'£2
per week. We were told the Government were
not out to interfere with industrial conditions
to lower wages or to reduce standards. Is
ther-e any other section of the Government
service that has suffered to such an extent as
those to whom I have been referring? Cer-
tainly no other section has suffered to the
extent of a reduction of £E2 per week. I
gave the figures to the House to show what
the collections would represent when the
Salaries Tax Bill was before the House. My
figures did not come to anything like £90 a
year, yet that is what the secretary of the
union has estimated as the deduction
to be made, I emphatically protest against
the Bill. It is an iniquitous proposition to
reduce the standard of wages paid 'to a sec-
tion of the community that has suffered so
much during t-he past 20 years. I have no
doubt that the outcome of the legislation
wvill be that mnany more men will be thrown
out of work. I cannot follow those who say
that because men will have their wages -re-
duced, anl increased number will secure em-
lployrnent. If wre were to follow that line of
argument to its logical conclusion, then if
men worked for nothing there would he a
lot wore employment. Hon, members know
that that would not be the position. Money
that is paid away as wages is spent on the
purchase of foodstuffs and requirements
generally, so that the funds are circulated
throughout industry and must necessarily
promote employment. When money is
largely concentrated in the hands of a few,
there is always the possibility of its being
diverted to channels that will not be of the
greatest advantage to the community as a
whole. There is no fear of that when it
Comes to a matter of wages paid to the
workers. They s-Pend every shilling they
get in providing for the requirements of
their homes and living in a decent standard
of comfort. Naturally that creates more
employment within our own boundaries, and
assists our local industries. I want to
make my position definite and clear. If
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I am spared to hold Ministerial office
again. I will take the earliest possible
steps to redress the grievous wrong done
to the workers of this country. I will
not be on the Treasury bench for long
before I ilhall take the necessary action to
remove this iniquitous piece of legislation
from tbe statute-book. I presume the Leg-
islative Council will not take long to pass
the Bill because they seem to desire to get
money into the hands of the fewest number
of people possible. From that standpoint,
the Bill will be accepted with open arms.
I will remedy the position when I have
the opportunity.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Noes -

-Majority for

Mr. Barnard
M~r. Brown
Mr. Davy
Mr. Doney
Mr. Ferguson
Air. Griffiths
Mr. K~een.n
M r. iwan
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. H. W. Mann
Mr. 3. I. Mann

Mr. Collier
Air. Carboy
Mr. Hegney
M r. Johnson
Mr. Kenneally
Mir. Lonmond
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Moahall
Mr. Mcallum

AYES.
Mr. 3. MA. Smith
Mr. Angelo
Mr. J. H. Smith

22
- . 18

Ayes.
Air. McLarty
Sir James At
Mr. Parker
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Please
Mr. Rlcbsrdso
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Wells
Mr. North

PAIRS

M r. Millingxon
Mr. Muncie
Mr. PFnron
Mr. Bierman
Mr. Walker
Mir. Wansbrough
Mr. Wilicoek
Mr. Witbers
Par. lapbel

BILL-EAST PERTH PUBLIC HALL.

Head a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

House adjourned at 1.14 a.m. (Friday).

ILegitfive Council,
Tuesday, 9th December, 1930.

- usIon: iRailways, coal tests .. .. ..
4ocal Coutrs Act Amendment ll Select Committee,

-e~r 3's~td ... .............. .
Hospital Fund (Contributions), 3R..........
Totalisator Duty Act Amendment, SR. ..
Entertainments Tax Assessment Act Amend-

moot, SR.........................
flebeil Fridendly Socite Act Amendment, report ..

Entetinet Tax Act Amendment, 2R., COWn.

indtr=,lArbtration A'ct Amendument, it1",
Standi3 Orders Suspension, 2R.. ...

East Pertbh blO Hall, In...............
IS ~~Salaries Tax, liR., 2R. .. .. .. ..

Appropr~ation, 2n.....................Lad and Income Tax Assessment Act Amend-
ment, Is.........................

L~oan, £2,335,000, 2R............ ....
Stamp Act Amendment, (No. 2). 211. defeated ...
Forests Act Amendment, 2R., Corn., report ..
University, Buidings, 2a., Amendment (6 months)

(Taller., defeated, Corn. .. .. .. ..

t
Tell"r.)

Noss
Mr. Wilson
Air. Corverley
Mr. Troy

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL,-PREMIUM BONDS.

Received from the Council and on motion
by Aifr. H. W. Mann read a first time.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, COAL
TESTS.

Hon. E. ROSE asked the Minister for
Country Water Supplies: 1, Do the Rail-
way Department make weekly or monthly
-tests of the quality of coal supplied by the
various Collie mines to the department? 2,
If so, will the Minister lay on the Table
the results of such tests taken for the six
months ended 3(lth November last?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied : 1, Yes,
monthly. 2, Yes.

The Minister for Country Water Suip-
plies laid the paper on the Table.


